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EDITORIAL 

This  is  the  first  Welsh  Bird  Report  to  be  published  by  the  Welsh  Ornithological 
Society,  and  the  first  to  appear  in  print  since  the  1977  report  was  published  in 
Nature  in  Wales.  In  the  interest  of  continuing  the  archives,  it  was  decided  by  the 
steering  committee  of  WOS  that  this  report  should  cover  the  period  1978  -  1987. 
To  provide  a  detailed  account  of  ten  years  of  Welsh  ornithology  in  a  40  page  report 
would  be  impossible,  hence  the  aim  of  this  report  is  to  provide  an  update  on  the 
status  of  those  species  known  to  have  undergone  change  during  that  time.  This 
has  been  achieved  in  two  ways:  all  records  have  been  printed  for  those  species 
genuinely  regarded  as  rare  in  Wales,  whilst  many  other  species  have  been  covered 
by  statements  formulated  from  the  available  data;  these  species  include  scarce 
migrants,  rare  breeding  birds,  species  that  have  undergone  research  and  survey 
work,  and  those  species  generally  regarded  as  ‘Welsh’  birds.  Those  species  for 
which  there  has  been  no  apparent  change  of  status,  or  for  which  there  simply  was 
not  space,  have  been  listed  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

When  comparing  the  systematic  list  of  this  report  with  those  of  10  to  15  years 
ago,  the  most  striking  changes  seem  to  be  related  to  the  vast  increase  in  gull  and 
seabird  records  in  recent  years,  a  reflection  of  the  increased  observer  awareness 
brought  about  by  major  advances  in  the  field  of  identification  in  parallel  with  an 
increasing  number  of  observers.  It  is  perhaps  also  worthy  of  note  that  many 
records  of  seabirds  (going  back  several  years  now)  cannot  be  printed  in  this  report 
due  to  hold-ups  in  adjudication,  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  situation  can  be  rectified 
in  the  near  future. 

When  dealing  with  breeding  seabirds  in  the  systematic  list,  comparisons  have 
been  drawn  between  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  counts  conducted  between 
1984  -  1987,  and  those  counts  from  Operation  Seafarer  in  1969  -  1970.  When 
comparing  these  figures  it  is  worthwhile  noting  the  different  methods  of  censusing 
used  for  some  of  these  counts,  particularly  when  relating  the  auk  figures. 

Looking  forward  to  future  Welsh  Bird  Reports,  it  is  hoped  that  an  annual  report 
will  be  able  to  carry  articles  covering  a  wide  range  of  topics  e.g.  CBC  reports  from 
different  areas  of  Wales,  ringing  reports,  current  conservation  issues,  species 
occurrence  patterns,  research  results,  and  hopefully  a  more  detailed  systematic 
list. 
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Submission  of  Records 

1)  All  records  of  species  that  are  British  rarities  should  be  sent  to  the  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee  via  the  relevant  county  recorder;  should  the  observer 
wish  to  forward  the  record  direct  to  BBRC  then  a  copy  should  be  sent  to  the  county 
recorder,  who  will  then  forward  a  copy  to  the  Welsh  Records  Advisory  Group. 

2)  Descriptions  of  species  considered  to  be  Welsh  rarities  (see  list  below)  should 
be  sent  to  the  relevant  county  recorder,  who  will  in  turn  forward  a  copy  on  to 
WRAG;  this  list  is  mandatory,  and  records  of  these  species  will  not  be  published  in 
future  reports  unless  they  have  been  accepted  by  WRAG. 

3)  It  is  essential  for  all  records  to  be  submitted  to  the  relevant  county  recorder  by 
31st  January  of  the  following  year  in  order  for  him  to  prepare  the  records  in  time 
for  publication  in  both  this  and  his  own  county  report. 


List  of  species  considered  as  Welsh  rarities  [December  1987] 

Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose, 
Snow  Goose,  Red-crested  Pochard,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Honey  Buzzard,  Montagu’s 
Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Golden  Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone- 
curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Long-tailed 
Skua,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Iceland  Gull,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail 
(except  flava  and  flavissima),  Bluethroat,  Savi’s  Warbler,  Aquatic  Warbler, 
Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred 
Warbler,  Yellow -browed  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Serin,  Common 
Rosefinch,  Cirl  Bunting  and  Ortolan  Bunting. 


Welsh  County  Recorders 

Anglesey  and  Caernarvon:  T.  Gravett,  Tyddyn  Llan,  Eglwysbach,  Gwynedd. 
Brecon:  M.  Peers,  Gorse  Bank,  Llangammarch  Wells,  Powys,  LD4  4AA. 

Cardigan:  H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

Carmarthen:  D.  H.  V.  Roberts,  6  Ger-y-coed,  Pontiets,  Llanelli,  Dyfed,  SA15  5UN. 
Denbigh  and  Flint:  R.  Birch,  8  Thomberry  Close,  Saughall,  Chester,  Cheshire. 
Mid  and  Sooth  Glamorgan:  R.  G.  Smith,  29  Marlborough  Close,  Llantwit  Fardre, 
Mid  Glamorgan,  CF38  2NP. 

West  Glamorgan:  H.  E.  Grenfell,  ‘The  Woods’,  14  Bryn  Terrace,  Mumbles, 
Swansea,  West  Glamorgan. 

Gwent:  B.  Gregory,  Monmouth  School,  Monmouth,  Gwent. 

Merioneth:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairboume,  Gwynedd,  LL38  2RJ. 
Montgomery:  G.  Burton,  RSPB  Wales  Office,  Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank,  Newtown, 
Powys. 

Pembroke:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed. 

Radnor:  K.  Mason,  The  Sett,  Common  Hill,  Fownhope,  Herefordshire. 
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Abbreviations  used  in  systematic  list 


ANG.  -  Anglesey 

CAER.  -  Caernarvon 
CARDS.  -  Cardigan 
CARMS.  -  Carmarthen 
DEN.  -  Denbigh 
GLAM.  -  Glamorgan 
MER.  -  Merioneth 
MONT.  -  Montgomery 
PEMBS.  -  Pembroke 


AOS  -  Apparently  occupied  site 
c.  -  circa 

BBRC  -  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
Res.  -  Reservoir 
Est.  -  Estuary 

BOURC  -  British  Ornithologists’  Union  Records 
Committee 
w/p  -  winter  plumage 
s/p  -  summer  plumage 


SYSTEMATIC  LIST 


RED-THROATED  DIVER  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Regular  offshore  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  west  coast  waters  in  small  numbers, 
though  concentrations  are  known  to  gather  in  Borth  Bay,  Cardigan  and  at  Rhosilli 
in  Glamorgan.  The  maximum  count  at  Borth  Bay  was  330+  on  28th  December 

1985,  whilst  the  Rhosilli  maximum  was  71  on  14th  December  1986.  The  species  is 
also  recorded  from  sea  watching  localities  on  passage  in  late  autum.  Rare  inland. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

Uncommon  but  regular  offshore  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  Anglesey  and  Caern¬ 
arvon,  also  recorded  in  small  numbers  on  autumn  passage.  By  far  the  scarcest  of 
the  three  diver  species  to  occur  in  Wales.  Rare  inland. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  TROCHYDD  MAWR 

Regular  offshore  winter  visitor,  chiefly  in  small  numbers  to  west  coastal  counties. 
Occasionally  recorded  on  inland  waters. 

PIED-BILLED  GREBE  GWYACH  YLFINFRAITH 

1984:  CAER.  1  at  Aber  Ogwen  from  13th  Nov.  to  30th  Dec.  1987:  GLAM.  1  at 
Kenfig  Pool  from  31st  Jan.  to  1st  Apr. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  GWYACH  FAWR  GOPOG 

Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  the  main  stronghold 
being  the  Anglesey  lakes.  It  is  probable  that  the  total  Welsh  breeding  population 
numbers  less  than  100  pairs.  Large  post -breeding  flocks  gather  off  the  north 
Caernarvon  coast  in  late  summer;  c.500  recorded  in  Llanfairfechan  on  30th  Sept. 

1986. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

Formerly  a  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  Wales;  now  recorded  annually  in 
several  coastal  counties  following  a  cold  weather  influx  involving  over  30 
individuals  during  the  first  winter  period  of  1979. 

FULMAR  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  2472  AOS  at  123  localities 
around  the  Welsh  coast;  no  comparable  data  were  available  from  the  Operation 
Seafarer  counts  but  the  species  range  is  known  to  be  still  expanding. 
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CORY’S  SHEARWATER  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

1980:  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  7th  Sep.;  CAER.  1  at  Bardsey  12th  Aug.  1981: 
ANG.  Singles  at  Holyhead  on  6th  Jul.  and  6th  Aug.;  PEMBS.  2  at  Strumble  Head 
26th  Aug.,  1  there  28th  Aug.  1982:  PEMBS.  1  from  Strumble  Head  25th  Sep. 
1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Port  Eynon  Point  18th  Aug.;  GWENT.  1  at  Peterstone 
Wentlooge  7th  Sep.;  ANG.  1  at  South  Stack  17th  Sep.  1984:  GLAM.  1  at  Port 
Eynon  Point  3rd  Aug.,  1  at  Nash  Point  3rd  Aug.;  PEMBS.  Singles  at  Strumble 
Head  on  4th  and  27th  Aug.  1985:  PEMBS.  4  at  Strumble  Head  on  4th  Aug.,  1 
there  on  12th  Aug.;  ANG.  1  at  Fedw  Fawr  24th  Aug.,  2  at  Cemlyn  27th  Aug.  1987: 
ANG.  1  at  South  Stack  on  6th  Aug. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAWR 

1980:  PEMBS.  1  from  Strumble  Head  on  9th  Aug.  1981:  GLAM.  1  from  Mumbles 
Head  22nd  Jul.;  PEMBS.  2  from  Strumble  Head  on  16th  Aug.,  23  from  the 
Fishguard  Ferry  on  15th  Sep.  1982:  PEMBS.  1  from  Strumble  Head  25th  Aug.,  1 
from  The  Smalls  on  27th  Aug.;  ANG.  1  from  Point  Lynas  on  30th  Aug.,  1  from 
Soldiers  Point  on  30th  Aug.  1983:  PEMBS.  Singles  from  The  Smalls  on  16th,  22nd 
and  23rd  Aug.,  3  at  Strumble  Head  on  3rd  Sep.  1984:  PEMBS.  Singles  at 
Strumble  Head  on  31st  Aug.  and  27th  Sep.,  2  there  on  5th  Sep.,  1  from  The  Smalls 
on  14th  Sep.  1985:  PEMBS.  2  from  Strumble  Head  on  1st  Sep.  1986:  GLAM.  2  at 
Nash  Point  3rd  Aug.;  CAER.  1  from  Bardsey  on  29th  Aug.  1987:  PEMBS.  Singles 
at  Strumble  Head  on  8th  and  16th  Oct. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

Autumn  offshore  passage  migrant,  late  June-October.  with  isolated  occurrences  in 
May,  November  and  December.  Principally  seen  off  the  Pembrokeshire  coast, 
peak  numbers  occurring  during  onshore  gales;  max.  387  passed  Strumble  Head  on 
3rd  September  1983.  (GHR) 
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MANX  SHEARWATER  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MANAW 

Breeding  summer  visitor  to  the  islands  of  Pembrokeshire  and  Caernarvonshire, 
largest  colonies  at  Skomer  and  Skokholm,  the  total  Welsh  population  of  the  order 
of  140,000  pairs.  The  species  arrives  in  home  waters  in  March  and  departs  in 
September  and  October,  although  small  numbers  have  been  noted  in  the  Irish  Sea 
during  the  winter  months. 

Balearic  Shearwaters  [P.p.  mauretanicus ]  recorded  annually  June  -  January, 
predominantly  off  Pembrokeshire,  max.  26  at  Strumble  Head  on  8th  October  1987. 
Birds  resembling  Levantine  Shearwater  [P.  p  .yelkouan]  have  been  recorded  from 
the  Glamorgan  and  Pembrokeshire  coasts.  (GHR) 
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LITTLE  SHEARWATER  ADERYN-DRYCIN  BACH 

1981:  PEMBS.  1  male  at  Skomer  from  26th  Jun.  to  10th  Jul.,  this  bird  was  trapped 
on  2  dates.  1982:  PEMBS.  1  male  on  Skomer  21st  Jun.  to  25th  Jul.  1984:  PEMBS. 
1  from  Strumble  Head  on  21st  Sep. 

In  addition  to  these  records  there  have  been  several  other  sightings,  chiefly  from 
Strumble  Head,  that  have  been  under  review  by  BBRC  for  several  years.  It  is 
thought  that  the  species  was  probably  an  annual  vagrant  to  Wales  during  the 
period. 

WILSON’S  PETREL  PEDRYN  WILSON 

1980:  PEMBS.  1  seen  in  St.  George’s  Channel  on  12th  Sep.  First  Welsh  Record. 
1986:  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  3rd  Sep. 


STORM  PETREL  PEDRYN  DRYCJN 

Breeding  summer  visitor  also  recorded  on  autumn  passage,  chiefly  from  sea 
watching  localities  during  westerly  gales.  The  last  population  estimates  for 
Skokholm  and  Skomer  were  5  -  7000  pairs  and  c.500  pairs  respectively,  though  no 
full  census  has  been  attempted  since  1969. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  PEDRYN  GYNFFON  -  FFORCHOG 

Generally  scarce  autumn  passage  migrant,  noted  in  most  years  following  westerly 
gales  occurring  in  September  and  October,  chiefly  from  Anglesey,  Caernarvon 
(Bardsey),  Flint  and  Pembroke.  The  highest  counts  are  recorded  from  Flint,  as 
large  wrecks  tend  to  gather  in  the  Dee  Estuary  following  severe  westerly  gales; 
the  maximum  counts  in  the  last  10  years  are  314  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  14th  Sep.  1980 
and  51  at  Prestatyn  on  20th  Oct.  1983. 

GANNET  HUGAN 

The  results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  show  the  Grassholm  gannetry  to 
have  increased  from  16,128  pairs  in  1969-  1970  to  c. 30, 000  AOS  in  1986. 

CORMORANT  MULFRAN 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  in  Wales  revealed  1466  AOS  at  25 
colonies;  this  compares  with  1420  pairs  recorded  during  the  Operation  Seafarer 
counts.  It  would  appear  safe  to  assume  from  these  results  that  the  overall 
breeding  population  in  Wales  is  currently  stable. 
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SHAG  MULFRAN  WERDD 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  in  Wales  revealed  720  AOS  at  56 
localities;  this  compares  with  567  pairs  recorded  during  the  Operation  Seafarer 
counts,  indicating  that  the  overall  breeding  population  has  increased. 

BITTERN  ADERYN  Y  BWN 

Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  Anglesey,  Cardigan,  Carmarthen, 
Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  ‘Booming’  reported  from  the  Anglesey  lakes  most 
years  and  probably  breeds.  There  was  a  notable  influx  of  birds  during  the  hard 
weather  of  early  1982,  at  least  27  being  reported  from  SE  and  SW  Wales. 

AMERICAN  BITTERN  ADERYN -BWN  AMERICA 

1981:  GWENT  1  at  Magor  Reserve  from  29th  Oct.  to  7th  Jan.  1982. 

LITTLE  BITTERN  ADERYN -BWN  LEIAF 

1983:  PEMBS.  1  male  atDowrog  Common  on  3rd  May. 

NIGHT  HERON  CREYR  Y  NOS 

1979:  PEMBS.  1  adult  on  Skomer  from  12th  to  16th  May.  1981:  PEMBS.  1  juv.  at 
Bosherston  Pond  11th  Oct.  1983:  GWENT  1  adult  at  Magor  Reserve  from  22nd  to 
25th  May.  1986:  CARDS.  1  sub-adult  at  Maesllyn,  Cors  Caron  on  15th  Jun. 

CATTLE  EGRET  CREYR  Y  GWARTHEG 

1980:  PEMBS.  1  adult  seen  in  the  Haverfordwest-Pembroke-Narberth  area  from 
11th  Dec.  to  17th  Jan.  1981.  1981:  PEMBS.  1  at  Crundale  from  5th  to  14th  Apr.; 
GWENT  1  found  dead  ac  Llandenny  on  1st  Mar.;  CAER  1  at  Aber  from  25th  Jan.  to 
13th  Mar.;  ANG.  1  at  Llyn  Alaw  from  15th  to  24th  May. 

LITTLE  EGRET  CREYR  BACH 

1978:  CARDS.  1  on  Dyfi  Est.  in  June.  1979:  CARMS.  1  at  Sandyhaven  17th  June.; 
CAER.  1  at  Tywyn  on  12th  Jun.;  ANG.  1  at  Malltraeth  from  5th  Jul.  to  7th  Aug. 
1980:  PEMBS.  1  at  Carew  on  Nth  Oct.  1982:  CARDS.  1  at  Ynyshir  on  20th  Apr.; 
PEMBS.  1  at  Newport  from  26th  Apr.  to  1st  May.;  GLAM.  1  at  Three  Cliffs  Bay  on 
Nth  May.  1983:  PEMBS.  1  at  Sandyhaven  15th  May,  1  at  Skokholm  on  18th  May. 
1984:  GLAM.  1  at  Oxwich  and  Landimore  from  3rd  to  9th  Jun.;  CARMS.  1  at  Taf 
Est.  23rd.,  then  to  Teifi  Est.  from  24th  Apr.  to  19th  May.  1986:  GLAM.  1  at 
Berthllwyd  20th  Aug.  to  3rd  Sep.,  also  seen  at  Loughor  Est.  on  1st  and  2nd  Sep.; 
CARMS.  1  at  Laugharne  22nd  Jun.;  CARDS.  1  at  Glandyfi  on  16th  Jun. 

1987:  CARMS.  1  at  Horsebox  Ponds,  Llanelli  on  4th  May,  1  at  Penclawdd  on  26th 
and  27th  May.;  CAER.  1  at  Foryd  Bay  from  28th  Jun.  to  at  least  19th  Sep. 

GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  CREYR  MAWR  GWYN 

1982:  MER.  1  at  Penmaenpool  from  21st  Oct.  to  10th  Nov.  1984:  CAER.  1  at 
Minffordd,  Bangor  on  7th  Aug. 

GREY  HERON  CREYR  GLAS 

Information  from  county  reports  indicates  that  the  breeding  population  through¬ 
out  most  of  Wales  is  either  stable  or  in  slight  decline;  however,  in  Brecon  and 
Carmarthen  the  breeding  populations  have  shown  a  marked  decrease  of  up  to  50% 
since  1979. 

PURPLE  HERON  CREYR  PORFFOR 

1978:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  24th  Apr.  to  7th  May.  1979:  PEMBS.  1  on 
Ramsey  from  Nth  to  16th  May,  then  at  Dowrog  Common  from  21st  May  to  15th 
Jul.;  CARDS.  1  imm.  at  Teifi  River  on  2nd  Jun.,  also  seen  at  Rosehill  Marsh  on 
24th  May.  1980:  GLAM.  1  adult  at  Oxwich  from  30th  Apr.  to  26th  Aug.,  a  second 
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adult  was  seen  there  on  12th  and  20th  Jun.  1981:  GLAM.  1  adult  at  Oxwich  on  2nd 
May,  2  adults  seen  there  on  9th  May.  1982:  GLAM.  1  adult  at  Oxwich  from  30th 
May  to  5th  Jun.  1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  on  14th  and  23rd  May,  1  at  Oxwich  from 
15th  May  to  4th  Jun.,  1  there  on  7th  Jul.  (at  least  2  birds  involved).  1984:  GLAM. 

1  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  24th  Apr.  to  2nd  May,  then  at  Oxwich  on  10th  May  and  at 
Crymlyn  Bog  on  19th  Jun.  1985:  FLINT  2  imm.  at  Shotton  on  19th  May  and  30th 
Jun.;  CAER.  1  over  Conwy  on  9th  Sept.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  found  dead  at 
Bosherston  Pond  on  18th  Nov.;  CARMS.  1  imm.  at  Witchett  Pool  from  18th  Dec.  to 
Jan.  1987:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  20th-21st  May. 

WHITE  STORK  CICONIA  GWYN 

1978:  DEN.  1  near  Chirk  from  4th  Mar.  to  3rd  Apr.;  MONT.  1  near  Cemmaes  on 
28th  Jul.;  GLAM.  1  at  Gelligaer  on  17th  Aug.  1979:  MER.  1  at  Llyn  Arenig  Fawr 
on  27th  Apr.  1980:  GLAM.  1  at  Pontcam  on  25th  Sep.  1981:  GLAM.  2  over  Roath 
Park  Lake,  Cardiff  on  19th  Nov.  1982:  FLINT  1  at  Sandycroft  on  6th  and  7th  Apr.; 
PEMBS.  1  at  St.  David’s  from  27th  to  30th  Apr.;  ANG.  1  at  Dwyran  on  6th  Apr.; 
CARDS.  1  at  Ynyshir  on  1st  May.;  GLAM.  1  at  Mynydd  y  Gwair  on  2nd  Aug.  1984: 
PEMBS.  1  at  Dinas  Head  on  13th  Apr.;  CAER.  1  at  Wig  on  14th  Apr.,  1  over  the 
Conwy  Est.  on  15th  Apr.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  at  Trefeidden  18th  and  19th  Apr.  then 
at  Dowrog  on  19th  and  20th  Apr.;  FLINT  1  found  dead  at  Point  of  Ayr  9th  Nov. 
1986:  CARDS.  1  at  Pant  Pool  and  Cors  Caron  in  May.;  RADNOR  1  near  Rhayader 
on  22nd  Jun.;  GWENT  1  over  Usk  and  Llanhowell  on  22nd  Jun. 

GLOSSY  IBIS  CRYMANBIG  DDU 

1986:  GLAM.  1  at  Skew  Bridge,  Cardiff,  exact  date  of  occurrence  not  known,  from 
between  23rd  and  30th  Sep.  to  13th  Oct. 

SPOONBILL  LLWYBIG 

1978:  PEMBS.  1  at  The  Gann  31st  May  ,  1  on  Skomer  31st  May  and  1st  Jun.; 
CAER.  1  at  Afonwen  18th  Jun.;  ANG.  1  adult  at  Llyn  Llywenan  1st  Jul.,  1  at 
Traeth  Melynog  9th  Jul.;  CARMS.  1  imm.  at  Witchett  Pool  15th  Oct.,  1  at  Lower 
Tywi  Est.  17th  Dec.  and  2nd  Jan.  1979.  1979:  CARDS.  Singles  at  Ynyshir  on  11th 
Apr.  and  17th  May.;  ANG.  1  at  Malltraeth  on  18th  and  24th  May,  1  at  Llyn 
Llywenan  23rd  Jul.  1980:  CARDS.  1  at  Tywyn  Point  in  Jan.;  GLAM.  1  at  Summer¬ 
house  Point  28th  May.  1982:  GLAM.  1  at  Penclawdd  13th  Nov.,  1  at  Kenfig  Pool 
20th  Nov.  1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  27th  Oct.  1984:  ANG.  1  at  Llyn  Alaw 
from  8th  Aug.  to  5th  Sep. 

MUTE  SWAN  ALARCH  DOF 

Probably  fewer  than  100  pairs  now  breed  in  Wales  and  the  species  is  still  in  decline 
in  some  areas.  The  principal  reasons  for  the  overall  decline  can  be  attributed  to 
drainage  works  on  rivers,  overhead  wires,  lead  poisoning,  increased  predation  by 
mink  and  the  ever  increasing  threat  of  disturbance  by  water  sports. 

BEWICK’S  SWAN  ALARCH  BEWICK 

Small  numbers  regularly  winter  in  Brecon,  Carmarthen,  Gwent  and  Radnor, 
numbers  fluctuating  annually.  Usually  recorded  on  spring  passage  at  Ynyshir, 
Cardigan  in  early  March,  involving  flocks  of  up  to  100  birds.  Elsewhere  a  scarce 
and  irregular  winter  visitor. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

Small  wintering  populations  are  established  in  Anglesey,  Brecon,  Cardigan, 
Glamorgan,  Montgomery  and  Radnor.  Numbers  fluctuate  annually  but  herds 
seldom  exceed  30  birds  in  any  of  these  areas. 
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BEAN  GOOSE  GWYDD  Y  LLAFUR 

1978:  PEMBS.  1  at  Picton  Point/East  Hook  on  2nd  Nov.  1979:  ANG.  1  at 
Rhosneigr  on  17th  Feb.  1980:  CARMS.  1  imm.  at  Dryslwyn  from  22nd  Nov.  to  8th 
Mar.  1981.  1981:  GLAM.  1  at  Three  Cliffs  Bay  on  28th  Feb.  1982:  CARMS.  1  at 
Morfa  Cydweli  in  Jan.,  2  at  Dryslwyn  from  2nd  to  6th  Jan.,  1  there  to  9th  Feb.  ,  1 
at  Dryslwyn  from  3rd  to  27th  Dec.;  MER.  1  at  Dyfi  Est.  from  8th  to  11th  Apr.; 
CARDS.  1  at  Ynyshir  from  8th  to  11th  Nov.;  GLAM.  14  at  Blackpill  on  7th  Nov. 
1984:  CARMS.  1  imm.  at  Dryslwyn  from  8th  to  23rd  Feb.  1985:  ANG.  1  at  Llyn 
Alaw  from  4th  to  10th  Jan.  1986:  ANG.  2  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  13th  Mar.  and  6th  Apr., 
1  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  11th  Sep.  1987:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  from  5th  to  8th  May.; 
CARMS.  1  at  Dryslwyn  from  8th  to  28th  Dec. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

Generally  a  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  Wales,  but  hard  weather 
movements  from  the  Ribble  in  1979  and  1981  resulted  in  unprecedented  numbers 
being  recorded.  During  January  to  March  1979  it  is  estimated  that  numbers  in 
excess  of  3500  birds  were  present  in  North  Wales,  the  main  influx  occurring  in  late 
January.  In  December  1981  a  second  hard  weather  movement  resulted  in 
numbers  in  excess  of  500  on  Anglesey  and  small  flocks  elsewhere  in  Wales. 


WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  only  regular  wintering  flocks  of  the  European  race  A.a.  albifrons  in  Wales  are 
at  Dryslwyn,  Carmarthen,  and  at  Llyn  Bodgylched  on  Anglesey.  The  largest  of 
these  is  at  Dryslwyn  where  numbers  usually  peak  at  c.300,  though  numbers  do 
fluctuate  annually.  There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  decline  in  the  wintering 
population  over  the  past  decade.  An  exceptional  count  of  c.1100  on  3rd  Jan.  1979 
was  the  result  of  a  hard  weather  movement,  probably  from  the  Severn  Est.  The 
flock  at  Llyn  Bodgylched  on  Anglesey  is  generally  smaller  but  subject  to  an  influx 
of  birds  during  hard  weather.  Elsewhere  in  Wales  the  species  remains  scarce  and 
irregular,  most  sightings  relating  to  either  passage  birds  or  hard  weather 
movements. 

The  only  regular  wintering  population  of  the  Greenland  race  A.a.flavirostris  is  on 
the  Dyfi  Est.  in  Cardigan.  Numbers  there  appear  to  have  been  fairly  stable  over 
the  past  decade,  peaking  at  around  c.100  most  years.  Another  flock  of  this  race 
was  discovered  wintering  in  the  hills  of  central  Montgomery  in  1982,  involving  a 
maximum  of  22  birds.  This  was  seen  subsequently  in  1984  and  1985,  but  was  not 
recorded  in  the  1986/87  winter. 
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SNOW  GOOSE  GWYDD  YR  EIRA 

Recorded  from  several  counties  but  all  records  are  thought  to  refer  to  birds  of 
dubious  origin. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  GVVYDD  WYRAN 

The  past  decade  has  given  rise  to  a  wintering  flock  in  the  Marloes  area  of 
Pembroke.  The  flock  has  grown  from  a  single  bird  in  1979,  26  birds  in  1981,  to  80 
in  1987.  The  birds  generally  arrive  in  small  numbers  in  early  January  and  build  up 
gradually  throughout  the  month,  departing  again  in  early  April.  The  late  arrival 
date  suggests  that  the  birds  are  part  of  the  Greenland  population  that  winters 
along  the  west  coast  of  Ireland.  Elsewhere  in  Wales  the  species  remains  a  scarce 
and  irregular  autumn  and  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  Anglesey  though  scattered 
records  throughout,  the  majority  relating  to  birds  of  uncertain  origin. 

BRENT  GOOSE  GWYDD  DDU 

The  only  wintering  population  in  Wales  is  found  on  the  Burry  Inlet  in  Glamorgan, 
and  is  part  of  the  ‘dark -bellied’  population  B.  b.  bernicla.  The  birds  arrive  in 
September  and  depart  again  in  March,  usually  peaking  in  Nov. /Dec.  at  c.600;  796 
at  Landimore/Weobley  was  a  particularly  high  count  in  January  1986.  Small 
numbers  of  the  ‘pale-bellied’  race  B.  b.  hrota  are  also  recorded  most  years. 
Elsewhere  in  Wales  small  numbers  of  both  races  are  recorded  on  passage  and  as 
an  irregular  winter  visitor. 

EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  GWYDD  YR  AIFFT 

Few  records  of  this  introduced  species  to  date;  those  that  have  occurred  are  of 
dubious  origin.  Recorded  in  Carmarthen,  Glamorgan,  Gwent  and  Pembroke. 

RUDDY  SHELDUCK  HWYADEN  GOCH  YR  EITHIN 

Several  records  over  the  past  10  years  from  several  counties;  none  of  them  can  be 
regarded  with  certainty  as  anything  other  than  escapes  from  captivity. 

MANDARIN  HWYADEN  GRIBOG 

This  species  is  slowly  expanding  its  range  west  into  Wales  and  has  now  been 
recorded  in  the  majority  of  counties.  A  small  breeding  population  is  now  estab¬ 
lished  in  Montgomery  along  the  Severn  and  the  Vyrnwy,  and  breeding  was  also 
confirmed  near  Kenfig  Hill  in  Glamorgan  in  1985. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

1979:  ANG.  1  adult  male  at  Llyn  Bodgylched  from  21st  Jan.  to  1st  Mar.  1981: 
CARDS.  1  female  at  Ynyshir  on  2nd  Nov.  1985:  GLAM.  1  imm. /female  at  Kenfig 
Pool  from  29th  Oct.  to  9th  Nov. 

GADWALL  HWYADEN  LWYD 

Now  well  established  as  a  breeding  species  on  the  Anglesey  lakes,  also  breeding 
for  the  first  time  in  Pembroke  in  1981.  Elsewhere  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  most 
counties  in  small  numbers. 

TEAL  CORHWYADEN 

Small  numbers  breed  in  most  counties,  otherwise  a  widespread  and  numerous 
winter  visitor. 

‘GREEN-WINGED’  TEAL  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL-WERDD 

Individuals  of  the  North  American  subspecies  A.  c.  carolinensis  have  been 
recorded  as  follows;-  1981:  GLAM.  1  male  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  12th  to  23rd  Nov. 
1983:  GLAM.  1  male  at  Oxwich  from  16th  Jan  to  28th  Feb.  1984:  ANG.  1  male 
at  Llyn  Alaw  from  19th  Dec.;  CARDS.  1  male  at  Pentwd  Meadows  10th  Dec.  1986: 
PEMBS.  1  male  at  The  Gann  1st  and  2nd  Mar. 
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BLACK  DUCK  HWYADEN  DDU 

A  long-staying  adult  male  was  present  at  Aber  in  Caernarvon  from  11th  Feb.  1979 
to  29th  Jan.  1985.  Several  Black  Duck  x  Mallard  hybrids  were  also  seen  during 
this  period.  First  Welsh  record. 

GARGANEY  HWYADEN  ADDFAIN 

A  scarce  but  regular  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant,  chiefly  to  Anglesey, 
Glamorgan,  Gwent  and  Pembroke,  and  to  a  lesser  degree  Cardigan  and  Flint. 
Only  one  report  of  probable  breeding  in  the  last  ten  years,  at  Kenfig  Pool  in 
Glamorgan  in  1984. 

BLUE-WINGED  TEAL  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL-LAS 

1983:  ANG.  1  male  at  Cemlyn  Bay  from  13th  to  16th  Mar.;  FLINT  2  (male  and 
female)  at  Shotwick  Meadows  8th  and  9th  Jun. 

SHOVELER  HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

Firmly  established  as  a  breeding  species  on  the  Anglesey  lakes,  has  also  bred  in 
Glamorgan  and  Gwent  in  recent  years.  Outside  the  breeding  season  a  regular 
winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  most  counties,  more  numerous  on  Anglesey 
than  elsewhere. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  HWYADEN  GREBGOCH 

1978:  GLAM.  1  female/imm.  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  22nd  Aug.,  1  female/ 
imm.  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  15th  to  21st  Sep.  1979:  GLAM.  1  female  at  Kenfig  Pool 
on  26th  Jun.  1980:  GLAM.  2  imms.  at  Kenfig  Pool  12th  and  14th  Jun.  1982: 
PEMBS.  1  at  Bosherston  Pools  from  9th  to  20th  Sep.  1983:  GLAM.  1  male  at 
Kenfig  Pool  from  18th  Aug.  to  24th  Sep.,  1  male  at  Llanrhidian  30th  Oct.  1984: 
FLINT  1  male  at  Shotton  from  16th  to  29th  Jul.  1986:  GLAM.  1  at  Lisvane  Res. 
1 1th  and  18th  Feb.;  ANG  1  male  at  Llyn  Coron  23rd  Mar.,  1  male  at  the  Inland  Sea 
2nd  Apr.;  GWENT  1  female/imm.  at  Wentwood  Res.  5th  Sep.  1987:  ANG.  Single 
male  at  Llyn  Rhos-ddu  15th  Oct.  and  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  20th  Oct.  and  26th  Nov. 
Single  females  at  Llyn  Rhos-ddu  from  20th  Oct.  to  2nd  Nov.,  at  Malltraeth  28th 
Nov.  and  at  Llyn  Traffwll  15th  Nov. 

RING-NECKED  DUCK  HWYADEN  DORCHOG 

1978:  PEMBS.  1  male  at  Bosherston  Pools  from  29th  Nov.  1977  to  5th  Feb.,  1  male 
at  Llys-y-fran  Res.  15th  Sep.  1980:  BRECON  1  male  at  Talybont  Res.  3rd  Feb. 
1981:  PEMBS.  1  imm.  male  at  Bosherston  Pools  from  1st  Nov.  to  18th  Dec.; 
CARMS.  1  male  at  Dryslwyn  from  20th  to  27th  Dec.,  then  on  River  Tywi  near 
Bethlehem  25th  Jan.  1983:  MONT.  1  male  near  Welshpool  from  5th  to  10th  Jan., 
recorded  in  the  Welshpool  area  every  year  subsequently  until  at  least  Dec.  1986. 

FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  HWYADEN  LYGADWEN 

1978:  PEMBS.  1  male  at  Bosherston  Pools  from  8th  Nov.  to  late  Dec.  1980: 
GLAM.  1  male  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  10th  Feb.  1981:  GLAM.  1  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  on  16th  Oct.  1982:  GWENT.  2  on  the  Usk  at  Pant  y  Goitre  27th  Dec.; 
PEMBS.  1  male  at  Bosherston  Pools  from  8th  Nov.  to  25th  Nov.  1985:  GLAM.  1  at 
Kenfig  Pool  on  8th  Oct.  and  from  30th  Oct.  to  14th  Nov.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  male  at 
Bosherston  Pools  17th  Nov.  1987:  GWENT  2  (male  and  female)  at  Wentwood  Res. 
19th  Mar. 
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EIDER  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU 

Present  throughout  the  year  in  the  Burry  Inlet,  Glamorgan  and  at  Aber  Dysynni  in 
Merioneth.  Both  flocks  usually  peak  in  April,  the  Burry  Inlet  flock  at  c.140,  the 
Aber  Dysynni  flock  at  c.90,  after  which  the  adults  depart  leaving  the  non -breeding 
birds  to  oversummer.  The  Burry  Inlet  flock  is  currently  under  threat  from 
proposals  for  commercial  mussel  collecting  on  Whiteford  NNR.  Elsewhere  in 
Wales  an  uncommon  but  regular  winter  visitor. 

COMMON  SCOTER  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

Several  coastal  sites  support  flocks  of  100-300  birds,  with  up  to  1500  in  St.  Brides 
Bay,  Pembrokeshire  and  up  to  10,000  in  Carmarthen  Bay  (Carms/Pembs/Glam), 
the  latter  site  used  throughout  the  winter  and  as  a  moulting  "ground"  in  summer, 
with  peak  numbers  of  up  to  25,000  occurring  in  March,  suggesting  that  it  is  also  an 
important  spring  migration  staging  area.  Observational  evidence  links  cross- 
England  autumn  movement  with  birds  arriving  down  the  Welsh  coast  and  into 
Carmarthen  Bay,  suggesting  that  the  majority  of  this  population  comes  from  the 
Baltic  area.  (GHR) 

SURF  SCOTER  MOR-HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

1979:  PEMBS.  1  male  at  Druidstone  Haven  29th  Oct.  to  4th  Nov.  1981:  GLAM. 
1  imm.  male  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res./Kenfig  from  10th  Oct.  to  12th  Nov.  1982: 
PEMBS.  1  imm.  male  at  Strumble  Head  13th  Nov.  1983:  CAER.  1  male  at 
Llanfairfechan  from  15th  Dec.  to  11th  Apr.  1984.  1984:  GLAM.  1  male  at  Worms 
Head  on  4th  Feb.;  CARMS.  1  imm.  at  Burry  Port  from  6th  to  21st  Oct.  1985:  DEN. 
1  male  at  Abergele  from  31st  Dec.  to  1st  Jan.  1986.  1987:  CAER.  1  male  at 
Portmadoc  from  25th  Feb.  to  12th  Mar.  1986:  CAER.  1  at  Llanfairfechan  23rd  Feb. 
(at  least).  1987:  PEMBS.  4  at  Strumble  Head  13th  Nov.,  presumed  one  of  same  at 
Nolton  Haven  from  14th  Nov.  to  at  least  16th  Jan.  1988,  2  there  on  28th  Nov. 

VELVET  SCOTER  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  around  the  coastline  from  Denbigh  to 
Glamorgan,  nowhere  common  and  rare  inland. 

SMEW  LLEIAN  WEN 

Generally  an  extremely  scarce  winter  visitor  to  Wales,  not  recorded  annually  in 
any  county,  though  subject  to  cold  weather  influxes  from  the  continent,  the 
Netherlands  in  particular.  During  the  past  10  years  there  have  been  two  such 
influxes  that  have  affected  Wales,  the  first  during  the  1978-79  winter  when  a 
minimum  of  13  birds  was  recorded  in  Gwent,  though  strangely  not  advancing 
any  further  into  Wales,  and  the  second  in  the  1984-85  winter  when  a  total  of  24 
birds  was  reported  throughout  Wales,  from  Anglesey,  Caernarvon,  Cardigan, 
Carmarthen,  Glamorgan,  Gwent  and  Pembroke. 
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RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

Small  numbers  breed,  chiefly  along  the  coast  from  Cardigan  north  to  Anglesey, 
also  a  common  winter  visitor  around  the  north  Wales  coast  though  far  less 
common  in  the  south-west  and  south-east.  Conwy  Bay  in  Caernarvon  plays  host  to 
a  nationally  important  summer  moult  gathering  of  300+  birds. 

GOOSANDER  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

Although  small  numbers  of  Goosanders  have  wintered  in  Wales  for  40-50  years, 
breeding  was  not  recorded  in  Wales  until  1970.  It  had,  however,  been  suspected 
since  1952.  In  1977  at  least  ten  pairs  bred  in  Wales  with  one  pair  as  far  south  as 
Gwent. 

Field  surveys  by  RSPB  in  spring/summer  1985  located  266  Goosanders  of  which 
162  were  in  pairs.  Allowing  for  restricted  coverage  and  the  methodology  (of  two 
visits  to  each  river  during  the  season)  the  breeding  population  was  estimated  at 
150-200  pairs. 

Detailed  surveys  on  the  Afon  Tywi  in  1986  showed  that  1 1  pairs  bred  between 
Llyn  Brianne  and  Carmarthen;  broods  generally  remained  within  a  1-2  km  stretch 
of  river  and  c.65%  of  hatched  ducklings  survived  to  fledge.  Goosanders  now 
breed  regularly  on  most  Welsh  rivers  except  in  the  valleys  in  south  Wales  and  in 
the  south  west.  They  prefer  the  middle-upper  sections  where  there  are  riffles  and 
pools  and  deciduous  bankside  cover,  and  have  mainly  been  recorded  on  stretches 
with  a  width  greater  than  10m.  The  Wye  and  tributaries  such  as  the  lower  Ithon 
and  lower  Irfon,  the  Usk,  Severn  and  Vymwy  and  the  Dee  are  the  strongholds, 
with  an  average  of  a  pair  every  4km  on  the  most  densely  populated  stretches. 

(SJT) 

RUDDY  DUCK  HWYADEN  GOCH 

This  North  American  species,  which  first  escaped  from  captivity  in  1957,  is  now 
well  established  as  a  breeding  species  in  Wales.  The  first  record  of  breeding  in 
Wales  was  reported  from  Llyn  Llywenan  on  Anglesey  in  1978  and  since  then 
breeding  has  occurred  in  Montgomery  (1980),  Carmarthen  (1985),  Glamorgan 
(1986)  and  Radnor  (1987). 

HONEY  BUZZARD  BOD  Y  MEL 

1978:  GLAM.  1  at  Lisvane  Res.  26th  Aug.  1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  15th  Apr. 
1981:  ANG.  1  at  Carmel  Head  15th  May.;  CARDS,  single  at  Ynyshir  from  24th  to 
27th  May  and  on  5th  Aug.;  CAER.  1  at  Llyn  Padam  6th  Jun.;  PEMBS.  3  over 
Strumble  Head  18th  Oct.  1982:  MER.  1  at  Corris  20th  May.;  CAER.  1  at  Y  Rhiw 
31st  May;  PEMBS.  1  at  Skokholm  10th  Aug.;  GLAM.  1  at  Ynystawe  18th  Sep. 
1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Lavernock  Point  28th  Oct.  1985:  CARDS.  1  at  Aberystwyth  4th 
Jun.;  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  27th  Sep.  1986:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  23rd  Aug.  1987: 
CAER.  1  at  Llanberis  27th  May. 

BLACK  KITE  BARCUD  DU 

1979:  GLAM.  1  at  Overton  on  17th  and  18th  Apr.,  1  over  Cathays,  Cardiff  19th 
May.  1985:  MONT.  1  at  Lake  Vymwy  26th  Apr.;  MER.  1  at  Dyfi  Forest  26th  Apr.; 
GWENT.  1  over  Lady  Park  Wood  15th  May. 

RED  KITE  BARCUD 

The  annual  census  in  April  increased  from  a  minimum  of  90  birds  in  1978  to  152 
in  1987,  and  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  from  32  in  1978  to  43  in  1987.  Occur¬ 
rences  outside  the  breeding  season  are  increasing  in  all  parts  of  Wales.  (PED) 

BALD  EAGLE  ERYR  MOEL 

1978:  ANG.  1  adult  at  Llyn  Coron  on  17th  Oct. 

This  species  was  designated  Category  D  of  the  British  List  following  this  sighting. 
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BLACK  VULTURE  FWLTUR  DU 

An  imm.  first  seen  in  the  Llan  Hilyn  area  of  Radnor  in  January  1978  frequented  the 
area  until  5th  Feb.  before  moving  into  Carmarthen  where  it  was  recorded  on 
several  dates  at  Gwenffrwd  Reserve  and  at  Cwmffrwd.No  explanation  has  been 
offered  as  to  why  the  bird  has  not  been  accepted  onto  Category  D. 

0  ^  1-fzZuvmf^r  Pjviotf 


MARSH  HARRIER  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

Formerly  a  scarce  and  irregular  visitor  to  Wales,  now  seen  increasingly  on  passage 
throughout  the  1980s  particularly  in  Anglesey,  Cardigan,  Carmarthen  and 
Glamorgan.  Records  of  birds  overwintering  have  also  increased,  particularly  in 
south  Wales,  though  hopes  of  breeding  have  not  been  realised.  The  last  proved 
breeding  occurred  on  Anglesey  in  1974. 

HEN  HARRIER  BOD  TIN  WEN 

From  a  maximum  of  about  25/30  pairs  in  the  late  1970s  the  breeding  population 
has  declined  to  15  pairs  in  1987  with  another  4  to  5  pairs  present  in  the  breeding 
season  but  not  thought  to  have  nested;  five  successful  nests  fledged  at  least  13 
young  in  1987.  (GAW,  RSPB) 

MONTAGU’S  HARRIER  BOD  MONTAGU 

1979:  ANG.  1  female  at  Malltraeth  on  18th  Apr.  and  5th  May.;  PEMBS.  1  male  on 
Skokholm  7th  May.;  FLINT.  1  male  at  Gronant  17th  May.  1980:  PEMBS.  1  female 
on  Skokholm  on  9th  Jun.,  1  male  on  Skomer  from  15th  to  17th  Nov.;  FLINT.  1  male 
at  Shotton  from  24th  Jun.  to  22nd  Jul.  1981:  CARDS.  1  at  Cors  Fochno  9th  May. 
1984:  FLINT.  1  female  at  Point  of  Ayr  2nd  Jun.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  in  mid-Pembs. 
1st  Jun.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  male  along  the  western  coastal  strip  from  15th  to  19th 
May. 

GOSHAWK  GWALCH  MARTH 

Present  in  small  numbers  in  all  mainland  counties.  Unfortunately  due  to  the  fear 
of  exposing  the  species  to  the  attentions  of  egg  collectors,  hawk  keepers  and 
gamekeepers,  details  cannot  be  published. 

ROUGH-LEGGED  BUZZARD  BOD  BACSIOG 

1978:  GLAM.  1  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  14th  Feb.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Llys-y-fran  Res.  25th 
Nov.;  CARMS.  1  at  St.  Ishmaels  3rd  Dec.  1979:  CARDS.  1  at  Rosehill  Marsh  from 
16th  to  31st  Jan.,  1  at  Cors  Fochno  on  31st  Oct.  and  on  21st  and  22nd  Nov.  1980: 
GLAM.  1  at  Hensol  on  21st  and  22nd  Feb.,  1  near  Bridgend  6th  Nov.  1982: 
CARDS.  1  at  Cors  Caron  14th  Feb.  1983:  RADNOR.  1  in  the  Elan  Valley  1st  Apr. 
1984:  ANG.  1  at  Pentraeth  from  30th  Jan.  to  2nd  Feb.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  29th 
Sep.  1986:  FLINT.  1  at  Sealand  on  5th  Oct.  1987:  CARMS.  1  at  Cydweli  17th  Jan., 
then  at  Penbre  Saltings  on  22nd  Feb.;  DEN.  1  at  Ruabon  Moors  from  19th  to  31st 
Dec. 
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GOLDEN  EAGLE  ERYR  EURAIDD 

1985:  GWENT  1  imm.  over  Coed  y  Prior  Common  on  24th  Mar. 

OSPREY  GWALCH  Y  PYSGOD 

Annual  spring  and  autumn  migrant,  records  increasing  throughout  the  1980s. 

1  bird  known  to  have  summered  in  1986. 

RED-FOOTED  FALCON  CUDYLL  TROEDGOCH 

1984:  GLAM.  1  imm.  male  at  Crymlyn  Bog  from  18th  to  23rd  May.  1986:  ANG.  1 
1st  summer  male  at  South  Stack  on  21st  Jun. 


^c<rv7-o~i ^  rfc,  Bias's  $ 


MERLIN  CUDYLL  BACH 

The  present  Welsh  breeding  population  is  estimated  at  about  50/60  pairs  and  the 
decline  in  numbers  continues.  One  of  the  most  notable  features  of  recent  years  is 
the  increased  number  of  nests  found  in  conifer  plantations  adjoining  moorland. 
(GAW,  RSPB) 

HOBBY  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

A  small  breeding  population  has  established  itself  in  Gwent  during  the  1980s  with 
breeding  also  suspected  in  another  eastern  county  during  1987.  Records  of 
passage  birds  have  increased,  particularly  in  SE  Wales,  as  would  be  expected,  but 
also  in  other  areas,  notably  Cardigan. 

GYRFALCON  HEBOG  Y  GOGLEDD 

1982:  FLINT.  1  imm.  at  Connahs  Quay  on  12th  Nov. 

PEREGRINE  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

There  has  been  a  substantial  and  very  marked  recovery  in  the  breeding  popu¬ 
lation,  from  26  occupied  territories  out  of  141  examined  in  the  1971  national  survey 
to  126  occupied  out  of  176  in  the  1981  national  survey.  By  1981  the  population  had 
reached  its  pre-war  level  in  Wales,  but  with  marked  differences  between  inland 
and  coastal  eyries,  with  coastal  occupancy  only  73%  of  the  1930/39  figure 
balanced  by  inland  sites  at  125%  of  the  pre-war  level. 

Since  1981  it  is  clear  that  the  increase  in  population  has  been  maintained,  with  a 
good  number  of  new  sites  occupied  (including  a  tree  nest  in  Mid  Wales).  The 
precise  figure  will  not  be  known  until  the  next  national  survey  but  the  1987  popu¬ 
lation  level  must  lie  somewhere  between  150  and  200  pairs.  (GAW) 

RED  GROUSE  GRUGIAR 

Breeding  resident. 

In  Wales,  with  fragmentation  and  conversion  of  heather  moor  to  forest  and  rye 
grass  leys,  and  overgrazing,  there  are  now  probably  only  1  -  2000  pairs  of  Red 
Grouse.  Their  stronghold  is  on  the  Ruabon/Llandegla  Moors,  the  Berwyn  and 
parts  of  the  Black  Mountains  where  good  heather  stands  still  exist.  (SJT) 
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BLACK  GROUSE  GRUGIAR  DDU 

A  survey  in  spring  1986  produced  91  leks  (though  43  of  these  comprised  only  1 
bird)  totalling  232  males.  Allowing  for  some  known  missed  birds,  and  some 
perhaps  not  found,  it  seems  unlikely  that  there  were  more  than  300  male  Black 
Grouse  in  Wales  in  1986.  Highest  numbers  were  in  south-west  Gwyd  and  south¬ 
east  Gwynedd  (old  counties  south-west  Denbigh,  central  and  east  Merioneth), 
though  with  outlier  populations  in  Dyfed  (north  and  east  Cardigan  and  north-east 
Carmarthen).  Most  leks  were  between  300m  and  500m  above  sea  level,  and  most 
were  within  200m  of  the  edge  of  conifer  plantations.  (PHJ) 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  PETRISEN 

Reported  in  decline  from  several  counties;  the  main  factors  behind  the  decline 
appear  to  be  climatic  changes  and  new  land  management  practices  i.e.  changes 
from  pasture  to  cereal,  the  removal  of  hedgerows  and  the  increase  in  herbicide  and 
insecticide  usage. 

QUAIL  SOFLIAR 

A  scarce  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  Wales,  occasionally  breeding.  Regular 
only  on  Anglesey. 

GOLDEN  PHEASANT  FFESANT  EURAIDD 

Small  feral  populations  now  established  on  Anglesey  and  in  Caernarvon.  All 
records  away  from  these  areas  refer  to  fresh  escapes  from  captivity. 

LADY  AMHERST’S  FFESANT  Y  FONESIG 

PHEASANT  AMERST 

A  small  feral  population  is  established  in  Flint;  all  records  away  from  this  area 
undoubtedly  involve  fresh  escapes  from  captivity. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

SITE  A:  A  male  was  seen  on  15th  Jun.  1983,  and  possible  nest  and  eggs  found  on 
22nd  Jun.  Breeding  took  place  in  at  least  one  year  from  1984-1986.  All  other 
records  as  follows :- 

1978:  GWENT  1  at  Magor  Reserve  on  12th  Apr.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Tenby  Marsh  from 
late  Apr.  to  18th  May.;  CARDS.  1  at  Rosehill  Marsh  24th  Aug.  1979:  CARDS.  1  at 
Ynyslas  on  8th  and  20th  Oct.  1980:  PEMBS.  1  at  The  Gann  27th  Sep.  1981: 
PEMBS.  1  at  Castle  Morris  6th  Sep.;  GWENT  1  at  Magor  Reserve  16th  Dec.  1983: 
PEMBS.  1  at  Dowrog  30th  May,  1  at  Freshwater  East  1st  Jun.;  FLINT  1  at  Shotton 
on  18th  Jun.  1984:  GWENT  1  at  Uskmouth  25th  Mar.;  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  on 
27th  and  29th  Sep.  1985:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  12th  Jan.;  PEMBS.  1  at 
Porth  Henllys  from  14th  to  20th  Jun.  1986:  GLAM.  1  at  Aberthaw  from  4th  to  20th 
Oct.  1987:  CARMS.  1  at  Penbre  Forest  13th  Jan.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  12th, 
15th  and  24th  Oct. 
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SORA  RAIL  RHEGEN  SORA 

1981:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  5th  Aug. 

LITTLE  CRAKE  RHEGEN  FACH 

1987:  FLINT  1  male  at  Shotton  Pools  from  18th  to  23rd  Apr.;  CARMS.  1  male  at 
Upper  Lliedi  Res.;  Llanelli  from  30th  Apr.  to  2nd  May. 

CORNCRAKE  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

Now  probably  extinct  as  a  breeding  species  in  Wales,  with  only  1  pair  assumed 
breeding  in  1978-79  compared  with  42  pairs  in  1968-72.  Not  recorded  in  any 
county  annually;  chiefly  recorded  from  Pembroke  in  small  numbers  on  passage. 

CRANE  GARAN 

1978:  GWENT  1  at  Monmouth  25th  Jan.;  PEMBS.  1  imm.  at  Newport  on  5th  and 
6th  Dec.,  1  at  Moyle  Grove  from  13th  to  16th  Dec.  1980:  ANG.  3  at  Holyhead 
Island  1st  May.  1983:  CARDS  2  (adult  and  1st  winter)  at  Llangeitho  16th  Dec.  then 
at  Llanddewi  Brefi  from  23rd  Dec.  to  18th  Jan  1984.,  then  to  Pembrey,  CARMS. 
from  26th  to  29th  Jan.  1984,  adult  found  shot  on  28th  Jan.  1986:  FLINT  1  in  the 
Shotwick/ Shotton  area  from  17th  to  28th  Aug.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Gann  Est.  3rd  Oct. 
1987:  ANG.  1  adult  at  Moelfre  25th  May. 

OYSTERCATCHER  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

Breeds  locally  in  coastal  counties  of  mainland  Wales,  a  common  breeding  species 
on  Anglesey.  Common  winter  visitor  to  all  coasts  with  large  numbers  wintering  in 
Conwy  Bay,  Caernarvon,  the  Burry  Inlet,  Glamorgan,  on  the  Dee  Est.,  Flint. 

BLACK- WINGED  STILT  HIRGOES 

1984:  CAER.  2  on  Bardsey  29th  Apr.  1987:  CAER.  1  at  Foryd  Bay  5th  Apr.; 
PEMBS.  1  at  West  Dale  on  5th  and  6th  Apr. 


AVOCET  CAMBIG 

1978:  ANG.  1  at  Malltraeth  from  30th  Apr.  to  10th  May,  1  at  Alaw  Est.  17th  Dec.; 
GLAM.  1  at  Blackpill  on  1st  and  2nd  May.;  CAER.  1  at  Aber  4th  Dec.  1  at  Madryn 
from  6th  to  18th  Dec.  1979:  MER.  1  at  Aber  Dysynni  22nd  Mar.,  at  Broadwater 
31st  Mar.;  ANG.  1  at  Malltraeth  from  24th  to  28th  Mar.  and  on  15th  Apr.  1980: 
GWENT  1  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  from  4th  to  7th  Sep.;  CARMS.  2  at  Ginst  Point 
on  3rd  and  4th  Aug.  then  wintering  on  the  Tywi  Est.;  CARDS.  2  on  Dyfi  Est.  30th 
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Nov.  1981:  PEMBS.  2  on  Nevem  Est.  14th  Mar.  1982:  CARMS.  1  at  Llansteffan  in 
mid  Apr.,  2  at  Laugharne  in  late  Jul.  and  early  Aug.  1983:  MER.  1  at  Dyfi  Est. 
27th  Apr.;  CARDS.  3  at  Ynyslas  28th  Apr.;  ANG.  1  at  Malltraeth  1st  Apr.  1984: 
FLINT  1  at  Connah’s  Quay  from  1st  to  5th  Apr.;  GLAM.  2  at  Rhymney  Great 
Wharf  on  24th  and  28th  May.;  GWENT  2  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  from  26th  May 
to  4th  Jun.,  1  at  Uskmouth/Goldcliff  Pill  from  13th  to  17th  Aug.;  CARMS.  1  at 
Gwendraeth  Est.  18th  Oct.  1987:  GWENT.  2  at  Undy  5th  April.;  GLAM.  1  at 
Aberthaw  13th  Jun.,  1  at  Ogmore  Est.  25th  Oct. 

STONE-CURLEW  RHEDWR  Y  MOELYDD 

1980:  RADNOR  1  at  Moelienydd  on  20th  Aug.  1982:  GWENT  1  at  Peterstone 
Wentlooge  5th  Aug.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  7th  Jul.  1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Cadoxton 
16th  Apr.  1986:  ANG.  1  at  Rhoscolyn  18th  Jun.  1987:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey 
(freshly  dead)  2nd  May. 

COLLARED  PRATINCOLE  CWTIADWENNOL  DORCHOG 

1983:  ANG.  1  at  Rhosneigr  6th  Jun. 

PRATINCOLE  SP. 

1981:  PEMBS.  1  at  Bosherston  Pools  13th  Apr. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

A  regular  but  scarce  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  The  species  is  slowly 
expanding  its  breeding  range  into  Wales  from  the  east;  during  the  past  decade 
breeding  has  been  confirmed  in  Brecon,  Denbigh,  Carmarthen,  Gwent  and 
Montgomery.  Records  of  birds  on  passage  have  also  increased  in  eastern  counties 
though  still  remain  scarce  in  the  west. 

KILLDEER  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  MAWR 

1978:  CARMS.  1  at  Pwll  from  5th  to  12th  Feb.  1982:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from 
17th  to  20th  Mar. 

KENTISH  PLOVER  CWTIAD  CAINT 

1978:  GWENT  1  at  St.  Brides  Wentlooge  on  21st  and  22nd  Apr.;  FLINT  2  at 
Gronant  on  22nd  Jul.  1980:  CARDS.  1  at  Ynyslas  from  22nd  to  29th  Sep.,  2  there 
on  24th  and  25th  Sep.  1981:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Sands  from  18th  to  21st  Apr.; 
GWENT  1  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  25th  Aug.  1983:  GWENT  1  at  St.  Bride’s 
Wentlooge  13th  Apr.;  CARDS.  1  at  Ynyslas  20th  Aug.  1984:  ANG.  1  at 
Rhosneigr  19th  Jun. 

DOTTEREL  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

A  regular  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  increasingly  reported  both  in  spring 
and  autumn.  A  flock  of  up  to  45  birds  at  Valley  on  Anglesey  in  early  May  1980  was 
exceptionally  large.  The  majority  of  records  refer  to  trips  of  feeding  birds  at 
stopping  off  points  in  spring,  typically  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  May. 

AMERICAN  GOLDEN  PLOVER  CORGWTIAD  AUR 

1981:  PEMBS.  1  juv.  on  Skokholm  on  26th  Sep.  1983:  ANG.  1  at  Cemlyn  Bay  on 
3rd  Apr. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  CWTIAD  AUR 

Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor. 

The  remnant  Welsh  breeding  population  probably  numbers  only  200*300  pairs, 
with  one  important  stronghold,  Llanbrynmair  Moors,  lost  to  forestry  during  the 
last  decade.  Breeding  pairs  require  areas  of  short  moorland  vegetation  and 
adjacent  flushes  and  bogs  to  provide  invertebrate  food  for  chicks.  Grouse  moor 
management  provides  ideal  conditions  with  areas  two  years  after  burning  part¬ 
icularly  favoured  by  breeding  Golden  Plover.  (SJT) 
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SOCIABLE  PLOVER  CWTIAD  HEIDIOL 

1984:  GLAM.  1  at  the  mouth  of  River  Neath,  Swansea  on  20th  and  21st  Oct.  First 
Welsh  record. 

LAPWING  CORNCHWIGLEN 

The  1987  Lapwing  Survey  (BTO)  aimed  to  do  complete  counts  in  one  tetrad 
selected  at  random  in  every  10km  square.  In  Wales  counts  were  received  from  148 
tetrads  and  181  pairs  were  recorded.  Density  calculations  indicate  a  total  popu¬ 
lation  for  Wales  of  c.6300  pairs.  The  highest  estimated  densities  were  found  in 
Anglesey  and  Clwyd  (Flint  and  Denbigh)  with  c.50  -  70  pairs  per  100  km2,  and  in 
Gwent  and  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  with  c.75  pairs  per  100  km2.  In  west  Wales 
the  species  was  scarce,  with  an  estimated  density  of  only  8  pairs  per  100  km2 
throughout  mainland  Dyfed  and  Gwynedd  (Cardigan,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke, 
Caernarvon  and  Merioneth),  with  numbers  also  low  in  Radnor,  c.18  pairs  per 
100  km2.  Brecon  and  Montgomery  showed  a  density  of  c.47  pairs  per  100  km2. 
Rough  grazings  and  permanent  grass  held  most  pairs,  the  numbers  using  rough 
grazings  being  higher  than  expected,  whilst  the  number  using  permanent  grass 
was  lower  than  expected.  No  widespread  comparative  counts  were  done  in  Wales 
but  an  extensive  decline  since  1961  was  noted  by  the  survey  generally.  (MS) 

TEMIVUNCK’S  STINT  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

1981:  FLINT  1  at  Connah’s  Quay  20th  Aug.  1982:  GLAM.  2  Blackpill  9th  May.; 
FLINT  1  at  Connah’s  Quay  20th  Jul.  1984:  AUG.  1  at  Cefni  Res.  on  12th  and  13th 
Aug.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  at  Skokholm  1st  Sep.  1987:  GWENT  1  at  Llanfihangel 
Gobion  18th  May.;  DEN.  2 at  Borras  Pools  16th  May. 

WHITE-RUMPED  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  TENWEN 

1984:  FLINT  1  adult  at  Shotton  Pools  30th  Jul.  to  8th  Aug. 

BAIRD’S  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  BAIRD 

1984:  PEMBS.  1  juv.  at  Dale  from  15th  Sep.  to  1st  Oct.,  1  at  Nevern  Estuary  on 
10th  Aug.  1987:  FLINT.  1  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  7th  Aug. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  CAIN 

1978:  CAER.  1  at  Llyn  Padam  3rd  Jul.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Gann  Est.  24th  Sept.; 
GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  1st  to  4th  Nov.  1979:  GWENT  2  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge 
10th  Aug.  1980:  ANG.  1  at  Llyn  Alaw  from  24th  to  26th  Jul.,  also  1  there  on  31st 
Oct  and  11th  Nov.;  GLAM.  1  at  Sker  Point  from  21st  to  25th  Aug.,  1  at  Cadoxton 
Ponds  21st  Sept.  1981:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  River  on  6th  and  8th  Sep.;  ANG.  1  at 
Llyn  Alaw  19th  Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomerfrom  16th  to  21st  Sep.  1982:  ANG.  1  at 
Llyn  Alaw  from  11th  to  19th  Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Skokholm  from  24th  to  26th  Sep.; 
CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  2nd  Oct.  1983:  PEMBS.  2  at  Cardigan  Wildlife  Park  13th 
Sep.  1984:  ANG.  1  at  Llyn  Llaethdy  from  1st  to  3rd  Sep.,  1  at  Llyn  Alaw  2nd  Sep.; 
PEMBS.  1  at  Dale  9th  Sep.,  1  on  Skokholm  from  6th  Sep.  to  19th  Sep.  joined  by  a 
second  bird  from  13th  to  19th  Sep.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  from  23rd  to  29th 
Sep.,  1  on  Skokholm  from  24th  to  9th  Oct.,  1  at  Bosherston  Pools  16th  Sep.,  1  at 
Dale  Airfield  7th  Oct.;  CARDS.  1  at  Aberporth  Airfield  on  20th  and  21st  Oct. 
1987:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  22nd  Sep. 

DUNLIN  PIBYDD  Y  MAWN 

Scarce  breeding  resident,  common  on  passage  and  numerous  winter  visitor. 
Wales  has  a  scattered  breeding  population  of  fewer  than  100  pairs.  However,  both 
the  Dee  Estuary  and  Severn  Estuary  are  internationally  important  wintering  sites 
for  the  species,  each  holding  c.2.3%  of  the  western  European  population  (Prater, 
1981). 
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BROAD-BILLED  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  LLYDANBIG 

1979:  GWENT  1  at  Peterstone  Pill  7th  May.  1984:  ANG.  1  at  Malltraeth  from  4th 
to  6th  Jun. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 

1978:GLAM.  1  at  Rhymney  Great  Wharf  from  11th  to  19th  Sep.;  GWENT  1  at  St. 
Bride’s  Wentlooge  from  13th  to  15th  Sept.,  1  at  Sluice  Farm  on  16th  and  17th  Sep. 
1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  3rd  Sep.;  GLAM  1  at  Rhymney  Great  Wharf  24th  Sep.; 
GWENT  1  at  Undy  from  26th  to  30th  Sep.;  CARDS.  1  at  Ynyshir  from  28th  Sep.  to 
1st  Oct.  1983:  PEMBS.  1  at  Dale  Airfield  from  17th  to  21st  Sep.;  GLAM.  1  at  Sker 
Point  from  10th  to  12th  Sep.  1984:  PEMBS.  1  at  Dale  Airfield  from  2nd  to  10th 
Sep.,  up  to  5  there  from  20th  to  30th  Sep.;  GWENT  1  at  Collister  Pill  from  26th  to 
30th  Sep.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  at  Skokholm  3rd  Jun.,  up  to  2  at  Dale  Airfield  on  9th 
and  10th  Sep. 

LONG-BILLED  DOWITCHER  GIACH  GYLFIN-HIR 

1978:  ANG.  1  at  Llyn  Alaw  from  12th  to  14th  Sep.  1985:  GWENT  1  at  Peterstone 
Wentlooge  14th  Sep.  1987:  PEMBS.  1  at  The  Gann  Est.  from  12th  Dec.  to  Jan. 
1988. 

DOWITCHER  sp 

1978:  CARMS.  1  at  Gwendraeth  Est.  30th  Jul. 

LITTLE  WHIMBREL  COEGYLFINIR  BACH 

1982:  GLAM.  1  adult  at  Sker  from  30th  Aug.  to  6th  Sep.  First  Welsh  record. 

CURLEW  GYLFINIR 

In  the  last  few  decades  Curlews  have  moved  down  from  the  hills  to  breed  in  hay 
meadows  and  damp  pastures,  although  some  pairs  still  breed  in  upland  valley 
bogs.  Drainage  and  agricultural  improvements  or  afforestation  of  upland  areas 
and  lowland  wetlands  have  contributed  to  a  decline  in  the  species.  A  switch  from 
hay  to  silage  has  also  caused  problems  for  breeding  Curlew,  as  birds  are  still 
incubating  or  with  small  young  when  fields  are  cut.  In  Montgomery  and  Radnor  in 
1986  and  1987  only  c.250  pairs  of  Curlew  were  located.  The  total  Welsh  breeding 
population  may  be  fewer  than  2000  pairs.  (SJT) 

REDSHANK  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

Small  numbers  breeding  in  most  Welsh  counties,  though  there  is  evidence  of  a 
decline  during  the  1980s,  otherwise  a  numerous  winter  visitor  and  passage 
migrant. 

GREATER  YELLOWLEGS  MELYNGOES  MAWR 

1983:  FLINT  1  at  Shotwick  Lakes  24th  Nov. 

LESSER  YELLOWLEGS  MELYNGOES  BACH 

1981:  GWENT  1  juv.  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  on  25th  Sep.  1984:  PEMBS.  1  juv. 
at  Bosherston  Ponds  from  7th  to  22nd  Oct. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

A  scarce  but  regular  passage  migrant,  not  recorded  annually  in  any  county.  Most 
frequently  recorded  from  Flint,  Cardigan  and  Gwent  in  autumn;  spring  records 
rare. 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

Common  summer  visitor  to  most  mainland  counties,  breeding  along  many  rivers 
and  lakes  in  the  uplands,  though  a  decline  of  c.  50%  has  been  recorded  since  1978 
in  areas  of  high  acidity.  A  common  passage  migrant  to  all  coasts. 
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SPOTTED  SANDPIPER  PIBYDD  BRYCH 

1979:  CARDS,  1  at  Ynyshir  from  7th  to  12th  Aug.  1980:  PEMBS.  1  juv.  at 
Bosherston  from  5th  Oct.  to  2nd  Dec.;  GWENT  1  1st  winter  at  Peterstone 
Wentlooge  from  26th  Oct.  to  25th  April.  1981:  CAER.  1  adult  at  Porth  Colmon, 
Lleyn  Peninsula  29th  Sep. 

GREY-TAILED  TATTLER  PIBYDD  GYNFFONLWYD 

1981:  CARDS. /MER.  1  at  Dyfi  Est.  from  13th  Oct.  to  17th  Nov.  First  Welsh 
Record. 

WILSON’S  PHALAROPE  LLYDANDROED  WILSON 

1982:  FLINT  1  at  Connah’s  Quay  on  5th  Sep. 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCH 

1980:  FLINT  1  at  Shotton  from  17th  to  30th  May.  1982:  PEMBS.  1  at  Haroldston 
West  on  4th  and  5th  Oct.  1983:  FLINT  1  at  Rhyl  22nd  Oct.  1984:  CARMS.  1  at 
Burry  Port  9th  Oct.  1987:  GLAM.  1  at  Sker  Point  18th. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

Scarce  but  regular  autumn  passage  migrant,  most  frequently  recorded  from 
Pembroke,  Glamorgan  and  Cardigan,  typically  involving  stormblown  individuals 
in  September  and  October.  A  few  winter  records  but  no  spring  occurrences.  Rare 
away  from  coasts. 

POMARINE  SKUA  SGIWEN  FRECH 

Regular  autumn  passage  migrant,  chiefly  from  sea-watching  localities  in  Anglesey 
and  Pembroke,  typically  associated  with  westerly  gales.  Spring  records  are 
generally  scarce;  125  passing  South  Stack  from  8th  to  20th  May  1983  was  an 
exceptional  occurrence. 


ARCTIC  SKUA  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant  with  occasional  winter  sightings.  Spring 
passage,  April  -  June,  small  and  most  marked  off  Cardiganshire,  Caernarvonshire 
and  Anglesey.  Autumn  passage  July  -  November  of  greater  volume  and  wider 
geographical  spread,  greatest  concentrations  being  seen  from  Pembrokeshire 
during  onshore  gales,  max.  103  at  Strumble  Head  on  3rd  September  1983.  (GHR) 

LONG-TABLED  SKUA  SGIWEN  LOSTFAIN 

1978:  CAER.  1  adult  at  Little  Orme’s  Head  1st  Oct.;  ANG.  1  juv.  at  Newborough 
Warren  13th  Oct.  1980:  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  9th  Sep.  1981:PEMBS. 
Singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  13th  Sep.  and  4th  Oct.;  CAER.  1  at  Bardsey  4th  Oct. 
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1982:  GLAM.  1  off  Sker  Point  6th  Jun.;  PEMBS.  Singles  at  Strumble  Head  on 
11th  Sep.  and  2nd  Oct.,  2  there  on  14th  Nov.,  1  at  The  Smalls  31st  Oct.  1983: 
ANG.  1  at  South  Stack  21st  May.;  CARDS.  1  adult  at  Ynyslas  19th  Sep.;  PEMBS. 
Singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  19th  and  25th  Sep.,  19th  Oct.,  2  there  14th  Nov.,  1  at 
The  Smalls  24th  Sep.  1984:  PEMBS.  Singles  at  The  Smalls  on  3rd  and  9th  Sep., 
singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  4th,  12th  and  22nd  Sep.,  and  on  9th  and  20th  Oct. 
1985:  PEMBS.  Singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  16th  Aug.,  25th  Sep.  and  9th  Oct.,  2 
there  on  15th  Sep.,  4  there  on  5th  Oct.;  DEN.  1  at  Rhos  Point  14th  Sep.;  CAER.  1 
at  Great  Orme  15th  Sep.  1986:  PEMBS.  Singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  27th  and 
29th  Aug.,  3rd  Sep.  and  11th  Oct.  1987:  ANG.  1  at  South  Stack  7th  Jun.;  PEMBS. 
Singles  at  Strumble  Head  13th  and  25th  Sep.,  2  there  8th  Oct.;  CAER.  1  at  Little 
Orme  8th  Oct. 

GREAT  SKUA  SGIWEN  FAWR 

Small  spring  passage,  March  -  June.  Larger  autumn  passage  July  -  November. 
Occasional  winter  records.  Totals  recorded  are  directly  dependent  upon  the 
frequency  of  onshore  gales,  e.g.  in  1986  with  few  gales  occurring,  only  197  were 
logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  whereas  in  1983,  a  year  of  frequent  gales,  497 
were  logged.  (GHR) 


MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 

Formerly  scarce,  now  increasingly  recorded  in  coastal  counties.  Throughout  the 
ten  year  period  there  was  a  minimum  of  483  records  in  Wales,  223  of  those  from 
Glamorgan,  the  species  also  well  recorded  from  Cardigan,  Gwent  and  Pembroke. 
Records  north  of  the  Dyfi  Estuary  are  fewer  and  there  are  no  records  from  Brecon, 
Montgomery  or  Radnor.  Mediterranean  Gulls  are  most  frequently  recorded  from 
March  to  August  but  records  have  been  received  in  all  months,  most  relating  to 
either  adult  or  first  year  birds. 

LAUGHING  GULL  GWYLAN  CH WERTHIN 0 G 

1978:  CARDS.  1  at  Nant-y-Moch  Res.  19th  May,  then  at  Llyn  Syfydrin  20th  May. 
1981:  DEN.  1  1st  winter  at  Colwyn  Bay  on  27th  and  28th  Dec. 

LITTLE  GULL  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

Generally  a  scarce  but  regular  passage  migrant,  chiefly  in  autumn.  Occurrence 
patterns  have  changed  in  recent  years,  particularly  in  south  Wales  where  the 
species  was  formerly  regular  in  some  numbers  on  spring  passage;  it  is  relatively 
scarce  now.  Recorded  from  autumn  sea  watches,  and  small  numbers  winter 
particularly  in  Cardigan. 
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SABINE’S  GULL  GWYLAN  SABINE 

Scarce  but  regular  autumn  passage  migrant,  chiefly  recorded  from  Pembroke  on 
autumn  sea-watches  following  westerly  gales,  generally  regarded  as  rare 
elsewhere.  An  influx  of  a  minimum  of  29  individuals  in  Glamorgan  in  the  first 
week  of  September  1983  was  the  direct  result  of  a  deep  depression  in  the  North 
Irish  Sea  bringing  south-westerly  winds  to  the  county  and  was  an  exceptional 
occurrence. 

BONAPARTE’S  GULL  GWYLAN  BONAPARTE 

1984:  CAER.  1  adult  on  Bardsey  on  6th  and  7th  Nov.  1986:  GLAM.  1st  summer  at 
North  Cornelly/Kenfig  Pool/Sker  area  from  14th  to  17th  Mar.,  then  at  Tremorfa 
Park/River  Rhymney  area  Cardiff  from  21st  Mar.  to  29th  May. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

At  the  time  of  going  to  print  there  had  been  95  accepted  records  of  this  British 
rarity  in  Wales  during  1978-87  and  several  other  records  awaiting  the  decision  of 
BBRC.  All  records  are  from  coastal  counties  south  of  the  Dyfi  Estuary:  14  in 
Cardigan,  3  in  Pembroke,  1  in  Carmarthen,  71  in  Glamorgan  and  6  in  Gwent.  The 
majority  of  records  occur  during  the  period  from  mid-February  to  the  end  of  May, 
though  the  species  has  occurred  in  all  months  of  the  year.  Adult  birds  are  recorded 
far  more  frequently  than  any  other  age  group  and  records  of  first  year  birds  are 
few. 

Ring-billed  Gull  was  removed  from  the  list  of  species  regarded  as  British  rarities  in 
December  1987  and  all  future  records  should  be  submitted  to  WRAG. 

COMMON  GULL  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

Small  numbers  breed  on  Anglesey,  otherwise  a  common  winter  visitor  to  all 
coasts. 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU 

GULL  LEIAF 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  24,210  AOS  at  48  sites  in 
Wales;  this  compares  with  10,534  pairs  recorded  during  the  Operation  Seafarer 
counts. 

HERRING  GULL  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  11,894  AOS  at  147  localities  in 
Wales;  this  compares  with  50,380  pairs  recorded  during  the  Operation  Seafarer 
counts.  The  reasons  for  this  decline  are  linked  to  a  high  proportion  of  adult  birds 
contracting  botulism  during  the  breeding  season.  The  introduction  of  black  plastic 
bags  for  rubbish  collections  has  heightened  the  likelihood  of  botulism  being 
contracted  on  rubbish  tips  during  summer  months. 

ICELAND  GULL  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

A  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor,  formerly  rare.  Prior  to  1984,  Iceland  Gull 
was  a  rare  species  in  Wales,  being  recorded  far  less  regularly  than  Glaucous  Gull. 
However,  a  spell  of  strong  north-westerly  winds  and  extreme  cold  weather  during 
the  first  winter  period  of  1984  produced  an  unprecedented  influx  of  40+  birds  to 
Wales,  over  50%  of  these  occurring  in  Glamorgan.  The  species  has  been  recorded 
in  small  numbers  annually  since,  though  it  remains  rare  in  areas  north  of  the  Dvfi 
Est. 


25 


GLAUCOUS  GULL  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  scarce  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  counties  of  Wales,  chiefly  in  winter  but 
occasionally  in  summer.  An  unprecedented  influx  occurred  during  the  first  winter 
period  of  1984,  a  total  of  26  birds  being  reported  from  all  around  the  Welsh  coast, 
though  over  50%  occurred  in  Glamorgan.  Generally  more  likely  to  be  encountered 
in  Wales  than  Iceland  Gull,  with  a  far  more  even  spread  of  records  over  the  past 
decade. 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU 

GULL  FWYAF 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  214  AOS  at  36  localities  around 
the  Welsh  coast;  this  compares  with  942  pairs  recorded  during  the  Operation 
Seafarer  counts.  This  decline  is  in  parallel  with  that  of  Herring  Gull,  and  the 
contraction  of  botulism  from  rubbish  tips  appears  to  be  the  major  factor  behind  it, 
though  control  measures  taken  on  some  seabird  islands  may  also  have  contri¬ 
buted;  these  control  measures  have  now  ceased. 

ROSS’S  GULL  GWYLAN  ROSS 

1981:  PEMBS.  1  adult  in  w/p  at  Fishguard  Harbour  on  15th  and  16th  Feb.  First 
Welsh  record. 

KITTIWAKE  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  7550  AOS  at  16  localities  in 
Wales;  this  compares  with  6750  pairs  recorded  during  the  Operation  Seafarer 
counts.  The  Kittiwake  population  has  continued  to  increase  over  the  past  decade, 
and  annual  counts  at  several  of  the  larger  colonies  in  Wales  during  1984-1987 
showed  the  population  to  have  almost  doubled  over  the  last  four  years. 

GULL-BELLED  TERN  MORWENNOL  YLFINBRAFF 

1978:  ANG.  1  at  Point  Lynas  16th  Jul.  1983:  PEMBS.  1  adult  at  Strumble  Head 
16th  Oct.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  on  30th  Jul.  1987:  CARMS.  1  at 
Llanelli  on  20th  Apr. 

CASPIAN  TERN  MORWENNOL  FWYAF 

1980:  ANG.  1  at  Cemlyn  on  26th  May. 

ROYAL  TERN  MORWENNOL  FAWR 

1979:  GLAM.  1  1st  winter  at  Kenfig  Pool  24th  Nov. 

LESSER  CRESTED  TERN  MORWENNOL  GRIBOG  LEIAF 

1982:  ANG.  1  adult  in  s/p  at  Cymyran  Bay  on  13th  Jul.  First  Welsh  record. 

SANDWICH  TERN  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

Total  numbers  of  breeding  pairs,  all  on  Anglesey,  has  fluctuated  markedly  over 
the  ten  year  period,  with  a  low  of  140  pairs  in  1982  and  a  record  figure  of  7004- 
pairs,  all  at  Cemlyn,  in  1987.  (GAW,  RSPB) 

ROSEATE  TERN  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

In  European  terms  there  is  a  very  important  breeding  population  on  Anglesey,  a 
traditional  stronghold  for  this  species,  averaging  164  pairs  in  the  years  1978-87 
and  chiefly  concentrated  on  one  site.  Unfortunately  the  main  colony  is  now  subject 
to  Peregrine  predation  and  the  population  fell  to  77  pairs  in  1987.  (GAW,  RSPB) 

COMMON  TERN  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

Breeding  numbers  have  remained  fairly  constant  throughout  the  period, 
averaging  474  pairs.  There  were  481  pairs  at  4  sites  on  Anglesey  and  at  1  site  in 
Flintshire  in  1987.  (GAW,  RSPB) 
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ARCTIC  TERN  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

There  has  been  a  decline  in  the  breeding  population  from  a  high  of  900  pairs  in 
1978  to  590  pairs  in  1987.  The  species  breeds  at  3  sites,  all  on  Anglesey.  (GAW, 
RSPB) 

FORSTER  S  TERN  MORWENNOL  FORSTER 

1984:  FLINT  1  1st  summer  at  Point  of  Ayr  from  3rd  Jul.  to  6th  Aug.  First  Welsh 
record.  1984:  ANG.  1  adult  at  Penmon  from  30th  Sep.  to  20th  Oct.  1986:  FLINT  1 

adult  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  27th  and  28th  Sep.,  same  at  Abergele,  Denbigh  7th  Oct.; 
ANG.  1  adult  at  Holyhead  from  19th  Jan.  to  6th  Feb.,  presumed  same  at  Penmon 
from  25th  Oct.  to  23rd  Nov.  1987:  CAER.  1  at  Great  Orme  23rd  Aug. 

LITTLE  TERN  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

Numbers  have  declined  from  108  pairs  at  5  sites  in  1978  to  57  pairs  at  2  sites  in 
1987.  Only  one  colony,  in  Flintshire,  continues  to  be  successful;  in  1987  42  pairs 
reared  at  least  70  young  at  this  site.  (GAW,  RSPB) 

WHITE- WINGED  BLACK  TERN  COR3WENNOL  ADEINWEN 

1979:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  13th  May.  1980:  CARDS.  1  juv.  at  Dyfi  Est.  27th 
Aug.  1981:  FLINT  1  juv.  at  Shotwick  Res.  from  10th  to  13th  Oct.  1985:  ANG.  1  at 
Llyn  Alaw  23rd  May.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  juv.  at  Llanstadwell  on  26th  Aug. 

GUILLEMOT  GWYLOG 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register,  revealed  22,762  birds  at  34  sites  in 
Wales;  this  compares  with  14,010  ‘pairs’  during  the  Operation  Seafarer  counts. 
Owing  to  the  different  nature  of  the  census  methods  used  during  these  surveys  it 
is  difficult  to  evaluate  by  what  degree  the  situation  has  altered;  however  it  is 
generally  accepted  that  the  Guillemot  population  is  increasing  despite  a  number  of 
oil  incidents  over  the  period.  The  most  notable  oil  incident  in  Wales  over  the  past 
decade  was  in  1985  involving  the  MV  Bridgeness  in  Pembroke;  it  is  estimated  that 
4%  to  5%  of  adult  birds  from  the  Pembroke  Islands  died  as  a  result  of  this 
incident,  and  that  between  8%  and  10%  of  chicks  and  eggs  were  also  lost. 

RAZORBILL  LLURS 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  8487  birds  at  50  sites  in  Wales, 
plus  453  AOS  at  other  localites;  this  compares  with  4940  ‘pairs’  recorded  during 
the  Operation  Seafarer  counts.  These  different  methods  of  census  make  it  difficult 
to  assess  how  much  the  situation  has  altered,  though  it  is  generally  accepted  that 
the  Razorbill  population  is  increasing. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  GWYLOG  DDU 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  8  birds  at  2  sites  and  2  AOS  at  1 
other  site  in  1987,  this  compares  with  8  pairs  recorded  in  Wales  during  the 
Operation  Seafarer  counts.  As  can  be  seen  from  these  figures,  the  small, 
seemingly  sedentary  population  on  Anglesey  remains  stable,  though  one  of  the 
pairs  recorded  in  1987  was  in  Caernarvon  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding. 
Elsewhere  in  Wales  the  species  is  rare,  singles  only  being  recorded  with  any 
regularity  in  Cardigan  and  Pembroke,  the  sightings  possibly  relating  to  Irish 
birds. 

LITTLE  AUK  CARFIL  BACH 

A  scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor,  most  frequently  recorded  from  late  autumn 
and  early  winter  sea-watches  during  westerly  gales,  chiefly  from  Pembroke  and 
Anglesey,  rare  elsewhere.  Records  have  increased  throughout  the  1980s  but 
this  is  almost  certainly  due  to  the  increasing  popularity  of  sea-watching  and  an 
increase  in  observer  awareness  rather  than  a  genuine  increase  of  occurrence. 
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PUFFIN  PAL 

Results  from  the  Seabird  Colony  Register  revealed  5239  birds  at  6  localities  and  a 
further  4702  AOS  at  three  other  colonies,  this  compares  with  10,000+  pairs 
recorded  during  the  Operation  Seafarer  counts.  The  lack  of  uniformity  of  the 
census  methods  used  on  these  surveys  makes  it  difficult  to  gauge  by  what  degree 
the  situation  has  altered,  though  it  is  thought  that  the  population  is  slowly 
increasing. 

TURTLE  DOVE  TURTUR 

Regular  summer  visitor  to  the  border  counties,  passage  migrant  elsewhere.  The 
species  continues  to  maintain  a  tenuous  foothold  in  the  border  counties,  but  is 
thought  to  be  in  decline  as  a  breeder  in  Wales. 

RING-NECKED  PARAKEET  PARACIT  TORCHOG 

This  species  was  upgraded  from  Category  D  on  the  British  List  to  Category  C  by 
BOURC  in  December  1983,  since  which  time  the  following  records  have  occurred; 
1984:  CARMS.  1  at  Felinfoel  18th  Feb.;  GLAM.  1  at  Blackpill  26th  Feb.,  2  there 
25th  Aug.,  1  at  Derwen  Fawr  28th  Feb.  1985:  GWENT  1  at  Caerwent  from  25th 
Nov.  to  12th  Dec.,  1  at  Pontnewydd  14th  Dec.  1986:  GLAM.  1  at  Llanishen  and 
Lisvane  Res.  4th  Apr.;  CAER.  1  at  Felinfoel  24th  Aug.;  CAER.  1  at  Llanfairfechan 
from  6th  Jul.  to  end  of  Aug.  1987:  GLAM.  1  at  Penclawdd  10th  Jan. 

BARN  OWL  TYLLUAN  WEN 

Resident  breeding  in  all  counties,  but  evidence  of  a  gradual  decline,  particularly 
in  eastern  counties.  Reasons  behind  the  decline  appear  to  be  linked  to  a  number  of 
factors,  namely  the  disintegration  of  old  buildings  used  for  nesting,  the  dest¬ 
ruction  of  vole-rich  grassland  by  marginal  land  improvement  and  the  succession  of 
hard  winters  during  the  1980s. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

A  scarce  resident,  with  breeding  known  to  have  occurred  only  in  Anglesey, 
Brecon,  Merioneth  and  Montgomery  over  the  past  decade.  Elsewhere  a  scarce 
winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

Scarce  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  all  counties.  The 
species  has  disappeared  as  a  breeding  bird  from  Anglesey  and  numbers  appear  to 
have  decreased  slightly  in  all  vice  counties  except  Merioneth  during  the  last 
decade.  Strongholds  occurred  on  the  Berwyn,  Ruabon  and  Hiraethog  Moors  in  the 
1970s.  On  these  moors  up  to  14  pairs  nested  in  any  one  year  among  heather. 
Elsewhere  in  Wales,  pairs  frequently  nest  in  young  plantations  in  the  tall  heather 
and  grass  that  results  from  sheep  exclusion.  As  the  plantations  mature,  the  Short¬ 
eared  Owl  disappears  from  these  sites.  The  total  Welsh  breeding  population  is 
believed  to  be  fewer  than  20  pairs.  Populations  are  known,  however,  to  fluctuate 
markedly  from  year  to  year,  being  influenced  greatly  by  vole  Microtus  popul¬ 
ations.  (SJT) 

NIGHTJAR  TROELLWR  MAWR 

The  results  of  a  BTO  survey  in  1981  revealed  an  estimated  Welsh  population  of  57 
pairs  at  36  sites,  with  a  retraction  of  range  in  the  north  and  west.  The  current 
population  appears  to  have  altered  little  since  that  time  for  whilst  new  sites  have 
been  discovered  others  have  been  lost.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  Welsh  population 
exceeds  80  pairs.  Reasons  behind  the  retraction  of  range  appear  to  be  linked  to 
climatic  changes,  disturbance  and  habitat  destruction. 

PALLID  SWIFT  GWENNOL  WELW-DDU 

1984:  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  on  12th  and  13th  Nov.  First  Welsh  record. 
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ALPINE  SWIFT  GWENNOL  DDU’R  ALPAU 

1981:  GLAM.  1  at  Llantwit  Major  25th  Jun.  1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  11th 
Apr.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Goodwick  26th  Apr.  1984:  GLAM.  1  at  Landimore  Marsh  3rd 
June.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  at  Caldy  Island  6th  Jul.  1987:  CARDS.  1  at  Borth  1st 
Mar. 

LITTLE  SWIFT  GWENNOL  DDU  FACH 

1981:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokolm  on  31st  May  and  1st  Jun. 

KINGFISHER  GLAS  Y  DORLAN 

Kingfishers  occur  throughout  Wales  on  suitable  streams  and  rivers  which  have 
sandy  or  earth  cliff  banks  for  nest  sites  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  available  fish. 
They  are  absent  from  grossly  polluted  watercourses  and  those  upland  water¬ 
courses  which  have  a  steep  gradient  and  lack  of  nest  sites. 

Kingfishers  suffer  during  severe  winters,  with  breeding  populations  at  a  low  ebb 
in  the  following  spring. 

The  total  Welsh  population  is  probably  in  the  region  of  about  500  pairs  in  a 
reasonable  year.  (SJT) 

BEE-EATER  GWYBEDOG  Y  GWENYN 

1978:  CARDS.  1  near  Aberporth  26th  May.  1981:  GWENT.  1  at  Caldicot  6th  June. 
1984:  GWENT.  1  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  25th  Jul.,  later  seen  at  Blackrock  25th 
Jul.;  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  23rd  Jul.,  1  at  Conwy  3rd  Sep.;  ANG.  1  at  South  Stack 
25th  Aug.  1985:  ANG.  1  at  Malltraeth  from  22nd  to  23rd  Apr. 

HOOPOE  COPOG 

A  scarce  but  regular  passage  migrant,  chiefly  spring  but  some  summer  and 
autumn  records.  Annual  only  in  Pembroke,  but  well  recorded  from  Cardigan, 
Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan.  1983  and  1984  were  particularly  good  years  with  14 
and  15  records  respectively. 

WRYNECK  PENGAM 

A  scarce  but  regular  passage  migrant,  chiefly  autumn  but  occasional  spring 
records.  Only  recorded  with  any  regularity  from  Bardsey,  Skokholm  and  Skomer; 
rarely  recorded  on  the  mainland. 

SHORT-TOED  LARK  EHEDYDD  LLWYD 

1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  15th  and  16th  May.  1984:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  30th 
Apr.  1986:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  5th  Jul. 

CRESTED  LARK  EHEDYDD  COPOG 

1982:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  5th  and  6th  Jun.  First  Welsh  record. 

WOODLARK  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

Probably  now  extinct  as  a  breeding  species  in  Wales,  no  breeding  reported  since 
the  1981/82  winter.  Scarce  and  irregular  on  passage  in  both  spring  and  autumn, 
occasional  winter  records.  Chiefly  recorded  from  Carmarthen  and  Pembroke. 

SHORE  LARK  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

1987:  FLINT.  2  at  Point  of  Ayr  31st  Dec.  1987:  GLAM.  2  at  Berges  Island  from  6th 
Jan.  to  17th  Feb.;  CARMS.  1  at  Burry  Port  from  17th  Feb.  to  21st  Apr.  1981: 
FLINT  4  at  Point  of  Ayr  13th  Dec.  1982:  FLINT.  Singles  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  4th 
Jan.,  and  5th  and  31st  Dec.;  CAER.  1  at  Braich  y  Pwll,  Aberdaron  19th  Mar.  1983: 
FLINT.  1  at  Point  of  Ayr  from  10th  Jan.  to  2nd  Feb.,  1  at  Gronant  from  23rd  to  25th 
Oct.  1984:  FLINT  2  at  Point  of  Ayr  21st  Jan.;  ANG.  1  at  Beaumaris  24th  Nov. 
1986:  MER.  1  at  Aberdysynni  28th  Nov.;  CAER.  2  at  Llanfairfechan  29th  and  30th 
Nov. 
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SAND  MARTIN  GWENNOL  Y  GLENN YDD 

Breeding  summer  visitor.  The  breeding  population  crashed  during  the  early 
1980s  due  to  the  drought  conditions  in  the  Sahel  on  the  Sand  Martins’  wintering 
grounds.  In  1985  some  colonies  in  Wales  showed  an  80%  decrease  from  the  pre- 
1982  populations.  By  1987  the  signs  were  that  the  population  had  either  stabilized 
or  in  some  cases  recovered  slightly. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW  GWENNOL  DINGOCH 

1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  3rd  May.  1985:  FLINT  1  at  Gronant  on  6th  and  20th 
Sep. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

1981:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  22nd  Oct.  1982:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  10th  Oct. 
1983:  PEMBS.  1  at  The  Smalls  30th  Sep.  1985:  PEMBS.  1  at  Stackpole  Warren 
29th  Sep.;  FLINT.  1  at  Point  of  Ayr  20th  Oct.  1986:  GLAM.  1  at  Whiteford  Burrows 
12th  Oct.  1987:  CAER.  2  on  Bardsey  1st  Oct.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  27th  Sep.; 
ANG.  1  at  South  Stack  12th  Oct.;  CAER.  1  Great  Orme  11th  Oct.;  GLAM.  1  at 
Lavemock  Point  25th  Oct. 

TAWNY  PIPIT  CORHEDYDD  MELYN 

1978:  PEMBS.  1  on  Ramsey  Island  18th  Sep.  1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  1st  Sep. 
1982:  GLAM.  1  at  Sker  7th  Sep. 

TREE  PIPIT  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

Breeding  summer  visitor  with  results  of  atlas  work  in  some  counties  showing  the 
species  to  be  more  widespread  than  previously  thought.  Common  in  upland 
woods,  heathland  clearings  and  young  conifer  plantations.  A  poor  breeding 
season  was  reported  in  1985  with  numbers  down  by  as  much  as  20%  in  some  areas 
of  Mid  Wales  subsequently. 


WATER  PIPIT  CORHEDYDD  Y  DWR 

Rock  Pipit  and  Water  Pipit  were  split  as  separate  species  by  BOURC  in  1986.  The 
status  of  Water  Pipit  in  Wales  is  that  of  a  regular  winter  visitor  and  passage 
migrant.  Small  numbers  regularly  winter  along  the  Wentlooge  Levels  in  Gwent, 
and  occasionally  elsewhere.  Away  from  this  area  it  is  chiefly  recorded  as  a  spring 
passage  migrant,  only  occasional  in  autumn.  There  is  a  likelihood  that  several  of 
those  birds  recorded  as  Water  Pipit  in  the  past  have  in  fact  been  individuals  of  the 
Scandinavian  race  of  Rock  Pipit  A.  petrosus  littoralis  ,  and  much  care  is  needed 
in  ruling  out  this  difficult  subspecies. 
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YELLOW  WAGTAIL  SIGLEN  FELEN 

Breeds  locally  and  in  generally  small  numbers  in  Brecon,  Denbigh,  Glamorgan, 
Gwent,  Montgomery  and  Radnor,  though  isolated  reports  of  breeding  have  also 
been  received  from  Anglesey,  Cardigan  and  Carmarthen  in  the  past  ten  years. 
Elsewhere  a  regular  passage  migrant,  though  quite  scarce  in  the  west.  Individuals 
showing  the  characteristics  of  other  races  were  recorded  as  follows: 

Motacilla  flava  flava  SIGLEN  BENLAS 

1978;  GWENT  1  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  from  17th  Jun.  to  19th  Jul.;  FLINT  1  at 
Gronant  23rd  Jul.  1979:  GLAM.  5  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  2nd  to  9th  May,  1  at 
Rhymney  Great  Wharf,  Cardiff  on  4th  and  5th  May.  1980;  BRECON  Singles  at 
Glasbury  on  12th  Apr.  and  21st  Jul.;  CAER.  1  at  Little  Orme  11th  May.  1982: 
PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  17th  May.;  GWENT  1  at  St.  Brides  23rd  May.;  MONT.  1 
at  Gaer  from  26th  Jul.  to  19th  Aug.  1983:  GWENT  2  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  on 
26th  and  27th  Apr.,  1  at  Kenchurch  1st  May.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Freshwater  West  6th 
May,  1  at  Skokholm  6th  May,  2  at  Treginnis  5th  Jun.;  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool 
19th  May,  1  ‘variant’  in  Cardiff  from  22nd  to  26th  Apr.  1984:  GWENT  Singles  at 
St.  Brides  15th  Apr.,  Peterstone  Wentlooge  16th  May  and  Llandegfedd  Res.  on 
24th  and  27th  Jun.;  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  14th  May.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm 
12th  Jun.  1985:  GWENT  1  at  Collister  Pill  14th  Apr.;  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool 
from  24th  Apr.  to  12th  May,  1  ‘variant’  in  Cardiff  18th  Apr.;  CARDS.  1  at 
Tanybwlch  9th  May.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Ramsey  on  17th  and  18th  May.;  CARMS.  1  at 
Morfa  Llanelli  13th  Jun.  1986:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  8th  to  10th  May. 
1987:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  from  15th  to  18th  Jun. 

M.  f  cinereocapilla 

1981:  GLAM.  1  atLisvane  Res.  3rd  May. 

M.f.  thunbergi  SIGLEN  BENLLWYD 

1978:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  31st  May.  1980:  CAER.  1  at  Little  Orme  11th  May. 
1982:  1  (either  this  or  M.  f.  cinereocapilla )  on  Skokholm  17th  May.  1983: 
PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  29th  May.  1987:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  from  10th 
to  12th  May. 

M.f. feldegg  SIGLEN  BENDDU 

1986:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  7th  May.  1987:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  11th  May. 


Dipper 
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WAXWING  CYNFFON  SID  AN 

1978:  MONT.  2  in  Newtown,  27th  Jan.  1979:  PEMBS.  1  at  Tenby  16th  Jan.  1980: 
DEN.  1  at  Pant  y  Ddol  23rd  Nov.  1981:  ANG.  1  at  Beaumaris  fom  6th  to  12th 
Dec.;  CAER.  1  at  Bangor  on  19th  and  20th  Dec.;  MER.  1  at  Llanfair  10th  Dec. 
1987:  GWENT  1  in  Newport  from  9th  Jan.  to  8th  Feb.,  2  there  from  16th  to  20th 
Feb.;  MONT.  1  in  Welshpool  2nd  Feb.;  CAER.  1  at  Aber  from  16th  to  25th  Jan.,  1 
at  Gerlan  23rd  Jan. 

DIPPER  BRONWEN  Y  DWR 

The  Dipper  is  widespread  in  Wales  on  all  suitable  rivers  and  streams  from  c.400m 
almost  down  to  sea  level,  but  is  absent  or  scarce  as  a  breeding  bird  on  sluggish, 
deep  lowland  stretches  of  rivers.  Some  of  the  most  densely  populated  streams  are 
those  on  calcareous  old  red  sandstone  in  SE  Wales  where  territories  may  be  as 
short  as  300  -  400m  with  an  average  of  two  pairs  of  Dippers  per  kilometre. 

Although  formerly  scarce  on  the  grossly  polluted  rivers  in  the  industrial  valleys  of 
S.  Wales,  Dippers  have  returned  to  some  rivers  following  an  improvement  in 
water  quality.  Dippers  are  however,  still  absent  from  some  upland  streams  due  to 
pollution  from  coal  waste  or  the  resulting  iron  deposits  on  stream  beds.  It  is 
worrying  too  that  in  apparently  pristine  areas  of  west  and  north  Wales  Dippers  are 
now  very  scarce  on  certain  streams  such  as  the  upper  Tywi  and  Camddwr,  some  of 
the  Teifi  tributaries  and  the  upper  Won  and  upper  Wye.  We  know  that  these 
streams,  because  of  their  geology,  are  vulnerable  to  acidification  and  indeed  some 
are  known  to  have  become  more  acidic  in  recent  decades.  Afforested  streams  in 
vulnerable  areas  are  particularly  acidic  and  support  few  or  no  Dippers;  this  is 
probably  because  Caddis  larvae  and  mayfly  nymphs  (the  main  dietary  items  for 
Dippers  in  the  breeding  season)  are  very  scarce  in  the  acidic  streams.  The  total 
Welsh  population  is  estimated  at  a  maximum  of  2-3000.  (SJT) 

NIGHTINGALE  EOS 

Scarce  but  regular  passage  migrant,  occasionally  breeding.  There  was  only  1  case 
of  confirmed  breeding  reported  in  Wales  in  the  past  decade:  a  pair  in  Llanishen, 
Cardiff  1981.  Recorded  chiefly  on  spring  passage  in  small  numbers,  regular  only 
on  Bardsey. 

BLUETHROAT  BRONLAS 

1978:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  4th  and  5th  May.;  BRECON.  1  at  Beulah  22nd  May. 
1982:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  15th  May.  1985:  MONT.  1  at  Lake  Vymwy  26th 
Apr.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  14th  May.  1987:  CAER.  1  at  Penmaenmawr  25th 
May. 

All  records  refer  to  birds  of  the  ‘red-spotted’  Scandinavian  race. 

BLACK  REDSTART  TINGOCH  DU 

Scarce  but  regular  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant,  occasional  winter  visitor. 
In  1981  a  pair  bred  in  Cardiff  City  Centre,  this  being  the  first  recorded  breeding  in 
Wales;  has  subsequently  bred  in  Flintshire,  at  Point  of  Ayr  in  1985. 

REDSTART  TINGOCH 

Common  and  widespread  summer  visitor  to  upland  woods  in  counties  of  Mid 
Wales,  apparently  increasing.  In  Carmarthen  in  1985  it  was  estimated  that  there 
was  1  pair  per  1.5  hectares  of  suitable  woodland.  However,  the  status  of  the 
species  in  areas  on  the  fringe  of  the  Mid  Wales  stronghold  is  still  vague  and  in 
need  of  further  research. 

WHIN  CHAT  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

This  species  has  largely  disappeared  from  lowland  Britain  as  a  result  of  agricul¬ 
tural  intensification  over  the  last  two  decades. 
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It  is  still  widespread  in  Wales  where  it  occurs  infrequently  in  restock  plantations 
and  in  bogs  and  rough  pastures.  Its  main  Welsh  stronghold  is  however,  the 
ffriddland,  particularly  those  upland  slopes  covered  with  bracken  and  interspersed 
with  scattered  hawthorns  and  rowans.  (SJT) 

STONECHAT  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

Resident  breeding  species,  nowhere  numerous,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
Anglesey.  Breeding  numbers  are  reported  much  reduced  following  a  succession 
of  hard  winters. 

‘SIBERIAN’  STONECHAT  CLOCHDAR  SIBERIA 

Individuals  showing  the  characteristics  of  one  or  other  of  the  eastern  races  S.t. 
maura  or  stejnegeri  were  recorded  as  follows: 

1983:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from  25th  to  27th  Oct.,  1  at  Llanfairfechan  from  6th  to 
7th  Nov.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  on  12th  Oct. 

ROCK  THRUSH  BRYCH  Y  GRAIG 

1981:  CARDS.  1  male  at  Ynyslas  on  21st  Jun.  1986:  ANG.  1  female  at  Llyn  Alaw 
from  4th  to  6th  Jun. 

RING  OUZEL  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

Although  widespread  in  upland  areas  of  Wales,  the  Ring  Ouzel  is  thinly  scattered 
with  rather  localized  populations.  Its  requirements  include  rocky  crags,  cliffs  or 
scree  close  to  a  stream  with  nearby  heather  or  bilberry  moor,  and  pasture  or  ffridd 
with  a  supply  of  earthworms. 

The  Brecon  Beacons  National  Park  is  undoubtedly  a  stronghold  for  the  species 
with  perhaps  a  greater  density  in  both  the  Black  Mountains  and  on  the  Black 
Mountain  in  Carmarthen  than  elsewhere. 

The  total  Welsh  population  is  probably  between  300  and  500  pairs.  (SJT) 

CETTE  S  WARBLER  TELOR  CETTI 

In  1979  Cetti’s  Warblers  were  recorded  in  Pembroke  and  Glamorgan  for  the  1st 
and  2nd  times  respectively.  By  1985  there  were  up  to  9  singing  males  at  Oxwich 
Marsh  in  Glamorgan  and  breeding  was  confirmed  in  Wales  for  the  first  time.  In 
1987  breeding  was  also  confirmed  in  Pembroke  where  the  species  was  present  at  7 
sites.  Records  are  increasing  in  the  south  Wales  coastal  strip  and  it  would  appear 
that  the  species  has  established  a  foothold  in  Wales. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  TROELLWR  BACH 

Breeding  summer  visitor  to  all  Welsh  counties,  probably  most  numerous  on 
Anglesey.  Declines  have  been  noted  in  Glamorgan  and  Radnor  in  recent  years. 

SAVES  WARBLER  TELOR  SAVI 

1983:  PEMBS.  1  male  at  Dowrog  18th  Jun.  1987:  GLAM.  1  at  Oxwich  from  13th  to 
20th  May. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  TELOR  Y  DWR 

1979:  GLAM.  1  imm  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  19th  and  20th  Aug.  1980:  PEMBS. 

1  on  Skokholm  13th  Oct.  1982:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  31st  Jul.;  GLAM.  1  at 
Kenfig  Pool  on  11th  and  12th  Aug.  1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  3rd  Aug. 
1985:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  20th  Sep.  1987:  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  4th  Oct. 

MARSH  WARBLER  TELOR  Y  GWERNI 

1981:  GWENT  1  at  St.  Brides  on  4th  and  5th  Jun.  1983:  GWENT  1  near  Caerleon 
on  1st  and  2nd  Jun.  1986:  ANG.  1  at  Llanfachraeth  on  15th  and  16th  Jun. 
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REED  WARBLER  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

Breeding  summer  visitor  to  all  Welsh  counties  except  Radnor  and  Denbigh,  the 
main  stronghold  being  in  south-east  Wales.  First  proved  breeding  in  Cardigan  in 
1978,  c.17  pairs  at  3  sites  there  in  1984,  also  reported  increasing  in  Carmarthen. 

GREAT  REED  WARBLER  TELOR  MAWR  Y  CYRS 

1978:  MER.  1  male  on  30th  Jul.  (site  with-held).  1979:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  8th 
Jun. 

ICTERLNE  WARBLER  TELOR  AUR 

1978:  GLAM.  1  at  Lavernock  Point  20th  Sep.  1979:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  29th  Sep. 
1981:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  3rd  Sep.  1982:  PEMBS.  Singles  on  Skokholm  14th 
May,  4th  and  7th  Jun.,  31st  Aug.,  9th  and  14th  Sep.;  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey 
17th  Sep.,  from  23rd  Sep.  to  3rd  Oct.;  GLAM.  1  at  Cosmeston  Lakes  from  11th  to 
15th  Nov.  1983:  PEMBS.  Singles  on  Skokholm  from  20th  to  24th  Aug.,  7th  Oct.; 
CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  21st  Aug.  and  29th  Sep.  1985:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey 
from  4th  to  9th  Jun.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  at  Martins  Haven  on  16th  Jun.  1987:  CAER. 
1  on  Bardsey  on  17th  Sep.;  GLAM.  1  at  Port  Eynon  22nd  Sep. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  TELOR  PER 

1978:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  11th  Aug.  1979:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  31st  Aug.; 
PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  4th  Sep.  1980:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  from  25th  to 
28th  Jul.,  on  5  dates  in  Aug.,  3rd  Sep.;  DEN.  1  trapped  at  Llangerniew  on  22nd 
Sep.  1980:  ANG.  1  at  Holyhead  on  29th  and  30th  Sep.  1981:  CAER.  Singles  on 
Bardsey  on  1st  Jun.,  5th  Aug.,  13th  Aug.,  6th  and  11th  Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  on 
Skokholm  on  11th  and  12th  Aug.  1982:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from  11th  to  17th 
Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  on  13th  and  14th  Sep.  1983:  CAER.  2  on  Bardsey  on 
9th  and  10th  Aug.,  singles  there  from  16th  to  19th  Aug.,  on  20th  and  21st  Aug., 
and  from  7th  to  14th  Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Goodwick  Moor  22nd  Aug.,  1  on  Skokholm 
from  4th  to  8th  Sep.  1984:CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  from  6th  to  10th  Aug.  and  on 
10th  Sep.  1985:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  on  28th  and  29th  Aug.,  18th  Sep. 
1986:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  on  1st  Jun.,  10th  Aug.,  11th  Aug.,  1  at  Porth 
Meudwy,  Aberdaron  from  2nd  to  5th  Oct.,  joined  by  a  second  bird  on  4th  and  5th 
Oct.;  GLAM.  1  at  Sker  Point  on  12th  Aug.  1987:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  23rd 
Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Haverfordwest  12th  Jun.;  ANG.  1  at  South  Stack  22nd  Aug.,  1 
at  The  Range  22nd  Aug. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  TELOR  DARTFORD 

1980:  GLAM.  1  at  Singleton  Park  14th  Apr.  1981:  PEMBS.  1  female  on  Skokholm 
on  1st  and  2nd  Jun.  1984:  GWENT  1  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge  from  3rd  Dec.  to  1st 
Jan. 1985. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

1981:  CAER.  1  male  on  Bardsey  from  1st  to  23rd  Jun.  1983:  CAER.  1  1st  summer 
male  on  Bardsey  4th  Jun.  1984:  CAER.  1  female  on  Bardsey  3rd  May.  1985: 
PEMBS.  1  male  on  Skomer  from  20th  Apr.  to  8th  May.;  CAER.  1  1st  yr  female 
showing  characters  of  S.c.albistriata  on  Bardsey  17th  May.,  1  at  Porth  Meudwy, 
Aberdaron  on  30th  May.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  male  on  Skomer  20th  May. 

BARRED  WARBLER  TELOR  RHESOG 

1979:  GLAM.  1  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  11th  Sep.  1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from 
4th  to  18th  Oct.  1982:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from  19th  to  25th  Sep.  1984:  PEMBS. 

1  at  Uzmaston  on  5th  Sep.  1985:PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  20th  Sep.  1986:  FLINT.  1 
at  Shotton  on  30th  Aug.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  13th  Sep.;  ANG.  1  at 
Soldiers  Point  11th  Oct.  1987:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  from  21st  to  23rd  Aug., 
from  19th  to  24th  and  from  20th  to  22nd  Sep. 
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WHITETHROAT  LLWYDFRON 

Reported  as  never  having  recovered  from  the  ‘crash’  in  1969  and  still  in  decline  in 
Brecon  and  Radnor;  appearing  to  be  well  on  the  road  to  recovery  in  coastal 
counties,  particularly  in  the  west  and  on  Anglesey. 

GREENISH  WARBLER  TELOR  GWYRDD 

1981:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  7th  Jun. 

PALLAS’S  WARBLER  TELOR  PALLAS 

1982:  PEMBS.  1  at  Wooltack  Point  30th  Oct.  1983:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from 
25th  to  26th  Oct.  1984:  PEMBS.  1  at  Strumble  Head  on  31st  Oct.  1987:  CAER.  1 
on  Bardsey  on  7th  and  8th  Nov. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  TELOR  AELFELYN 

Scarce  autumn  passage  migrant,  typically  recorded  from  the  last  week  of  Sep. 
through  to  the  end  of  October.  Increasingly  recorded  since  1981,  chiefly  from 
Bardsey,  but  also  from  mainland  Caernarvon  and  Pembroke.  Also  reported  during 
the  1980s  from  Anglesey,  Brecon,  Flint  and  Glamorgan.  1986  was  an  exceptional 
year  with  reports  of  at  least  29  individuals  in  Wales. 

DUSKY  WARBLER  TELOR  TYWYLL 

1982:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  30th  Oct.  First  Welsh  record. 

BONELLI’S  WARBLER  TELOR  BONELLI 

1984:  CAER.  1  trapped  on  Bardsey  on  20th  Aug. 

WOOD  WARBLER  TELOR  Y  COED 

Breeding  summer  visitor,  particularly  common  in  broadleaved  woodland  of  upland 
valleys  in  Mid  Wales  where  the  understorey  is  grazed  by  sheep.  Quite  scarce 
along  the  coastal  strip  of  Carmarthen,  Glamorgan,  Gwent  and  Pembroke. 

FIRECREST  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

Scarce  breeding  resident  and  passage  migrant,  small  numbers  winter.  Small 
breeding  populations  have  been  discovered  in  Gwent  and  Montgomery  during  the 
past  ten  years,  otherwise  recorded  chiefly  as  an  autumn  passage  migrant  from 
coastal  counties. 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

1979:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  on  24th  and  29th.,  19th  and  20th  Oct.,  2  there  on 
3rd  Oct.  1980:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  from  4th  to  9th  Oct.,  15th  Oct.; 
PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  13th  Oct.  1981:  CARDS.  1  female  at  Ynyslas  20th  May. 
1982:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  from  13th  to  15th  Sep.,  28th  Oct.  1983:  MONT.  1 
near  Welshpool  on  3rd  Feb.;  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  from  1st  to  3rd  Jun.,  6th 
Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  on  The  Smalls  29th  Sep.;  GLAM.  1  at  Whiteford  on  4th  Dec.  1984: 
CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  20th  Jun.  and  6th  Sep.;  FLINT  1  at  Talacre  28th  Oct.; 
GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  3rd  Nov.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Pen  Caer  Peninsula  30th  Sep. 
1985:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  on  22nd  and  14th  Oct.  1986:  CAER.  Singles  on 
Bardsey  on  8th  Oct.  and  2nd  Nov.,  2  there  on  11th  Oct.;  ANG.  1  at  Llyn  Alaw  on 
28th  and  29th  Sep.;  PEMBS.  1  at  Saundersfoot  on  31st  Oct.  1987:  CAER.  1  at 
Porth  Meudwy  11th  Oct.;  ANG.  1  at  South  Stack  18th  and  19th  Oct.;  PEMBS.  1  at 
Strumble  Head  25th  Oct. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

Breeding  summer  visitor,  typical  of  upland  oakwoods  with  sparse  understorey. 
Scarce  on  Anglesey,  in  Pembroke,  SW  Cardigan  and  the  coastal  strip  of  south 
Wales,  but  otherwise  widespread  and  common  in  suitable  habitat  and  expanding 
its  range  south  and  west,  particularly  in  areas  where  nest  boxes  are  provided. 
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BEARDED  REEDLING  TITW  BARFOG 

Scarce  breeding  resident,  local  to  Glamorgan,  otherwise  rare.  Frequently 
recorded  from  Oxwich  Marsh  through  until  1986  when  a  prolonged  spell  of 
extreme  cold  weather  coincided  with  a  favoured  area  of  reedbed  being  destroyed 
by  fire;  this  has  resulted  in  few  reports  since,  though  it  is  thought  that  one  or  two 
pairs  may  still  breed.  Also  reported  at  present  at  Crymlyn  Bog  in  the  early  1980s. 
All  records  away  from  this  area  follow: 

1979:  CARDS.  2  at  Llangynfelyn  11th  Oct.;  GWENT  3  at  Uskmouth  2nd  Dec. 
1980:  GLAM.  2  at  Cosmeston  Lakes  18th  Nov.  1981:  CARMS.  1  at  Witchett  Pool 
29th  Nov.;  ANG.  2  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  11th  Jan.  1982:  CARMS.  1  at  Witchett  Pool 
5th  Jan.  1986:  CAER.  1  at  Pwllheli  12th  Aug.;  GWENT.  1  at  Uskmouth  4th  Nov. 
1987:  CARMS.  1  at  Burry  Port  4th  and  7th  Mar.;  CAER.  1  at  Pwllheli  17th  Aug.; 
GLAM.  2  at  Kenfig  Pool  18th  Dec. 

MARSH  TIT  TITW’R  WERN 

Reported  as  fairly  common  and  widespread  in  low  lying  areas  of  broadleaved 
woodland  across  most  of  Wales,  though  scarce  and  local  in  Caernarvon  and 
Merioneth  and  a  scarce  visitor  to  Anglesey;  absent  in  some  upland  areas. 

WILLOW  TIT  TITW’R  HELYG 

Reported  as  equally  common  as  Marsh  Tit  from  many  eastern  counties  but 
distribution  thinning  out  to  the  north  and  west;  generally  regarded  as  a  scarce 
visitor  to  Caernarvon  and  Anglesey,  though  breeding  was  reported  on  Anglesey 
in  1986. 

PENDULINE  TIT  TITW  PENDIL 

1981:  CAER.  1  male  on  Bardsey  from  9th  to  13th  May. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  EURYN 

A  scarce  but  annual  spring  passage  migrant,  typically  during  the  last  two  weeks  of 
May  and  the  first  week  of  June,  rare  in  autumn.  Chiefly  recorded  from  Bardsey 
and  Pembroke  but  records  also  received  from  Anglesey,  Cardigan,  mainland 
Caernarvon,  Carmarthen,  Flint,  Glamorgan,  Gwent  and  Merioneth. 

ISABELLINE  SHRIKE  CIGYDD  GWDW 

1985:  ANG.  1  1st  winter  at  Holyhead  on  25th  Oct.  First  Welsh  record. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

Rare  summer  visitor  occasionally  breeding,  otherwise  a  scarce  passage  migrant  in 
spring  and  autumn.  The  species  has  bred  in  at  least  two  counties  in  the  last  ten 
years  but  no  reports  of  breeding  since  1985.  Recorded  annually  on  passage, 
chiefly  from  Bardsey,  Skokholm  and  Skomer,  but  also  from  all  coastal  counties 
except  Denbigh. 

LESSER  GREY  SHRIKE  CIGYDD  GLAS 

1982:  MONT.  1  near  Fan  Pool  on  16th  May.  1986:  CAER.  1  male  at  Abersoch  on 
17th  and  18th  Oct.,  then  at  Aberdaron  from  20th  Oct.  to  15th  Nov. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  CIGYDD  MAWR 

Scarce  but  annual  winter  visitor,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  Reported  from 
all  mainland  counties  but  nowhere  regular;  no  records  from  Anglesey  in  the 
period. 
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WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from  12th  to  15th  Jul.  and  on  21st  and  22nd  Jul.  1981: 
PEMBS.  1  at  Dale  16th  May.;  GLAM.  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  24th  to  26th  May.; 
ANG.  1  at  Cemlyn  on  26th  Aug.;CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  4th  Sep.  1982:  PEMBS.  1  on 
Skomer  30th  May.  1983:  GLAM.  1  at  Llanmadoc  17th  May.;  GWENT  1  at 
Peterstone  Wentlooge  from  1st  Oct.  to  8th  Nov.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm 
19th  May,  1  on  Skomer  5th  Sep.;  MER.  1  at  Trawsfynydd  on  19th  May. 


CHOUGH  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

The  1982  Chough  Survey,  carried  out  by  the  RSPB  in  conjuction  with  the  BTO  and 
IWC,  revealed  a  total  of  approximately  140  pairs  in  Wales  with  a  further  100+ 
non-breeding  birds  present.  The  largest  concentrations  of  pairs  were  found  in 
Caernarvon  and  Pembroke,  each  holding  about  36%  of  the  total;  the  remaining 
pairs  were  scattered  throughout  Cardigan,  Merioneth,  Anglesey,  Montgomery 
and  Denbigh. 

ROOK  YD  FRAN 

The  results  of  a  BTO  survey  carried  out  in  1978  revealed  38,923  nests  at  1057 
rookeries  in  Wales,  this  compares  with  38,916  at  1546  rookeries  in  1975.  Further 
survey  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  1980s  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  article 
can  be  produced  for  a  future  report.  No  clear  trend  has  emerged  nationally  to 
date,  though  results  from  Gwent  and  Cardigan  in  1985  were  encouraging. 

RAVEN  CIGFRAN 

A  widespread  and  fairly  common  breeding  species  in  most  counties,  though  more 
local  in  the  south-east  of  Wales.  Surveys  carried  out  in  Snowdonia  have  shown  an 
80%  increase  in  Raven  numbers  since  the  1950s  principally  due  to  the  increased 
sheep  farming  in  the  area  providing  more  carrion. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

1979:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from  1st  to  6th  Oct.  1983:  CAER.  1  at  Criccieth  4th 
Jun.  1984:  PEMBS.  1  adult  at  Castlemartin  1st  Jul.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  juv.  at  St. 
Davids  from  late  Oct.  to  late  Dec. 


RED-EYED  YIREO 

1985:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  15th  Oct. 


TELOR  LLYGATGOCH 
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SERIN  LLINOS  FRECH 

1978:  PEMBS.  1  male  on  Skokholm  11th  May.  1980:  PEMBS.  1  female  at 
Strumble  Head  1st  Nov.  1987:  CARMS.  2  (male  and  female)  at  Burry  Port  12th 
Apr. 

SISKIN  PILA  GWYRDD 

Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor. 

Now  breeding  in  every  county  and  reported  as  expanding  in  many  areas, 
afforested  areas  of  Spruce  being  the  favoured  habitat. 

TWITE  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

Scarce  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor. 

Has  been  proved  to  breed  in  Caernarvon  and  Denbigh  since  the  early  1970s  and 
reported  as  increasing  and  spreading.  Elsewhere  the  species  is  a  scarce  and 
irregular  winter  visitor,  though  small  numbers  have  been  recorded  annually  along 
the  Wentlooge  Levels  in  Glamorgan  and  Gwent  in  recent  years. 

REDPOLL  LLINOS  BENGOCH 

Breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Now  reported  breeding  from  all  counties  and 
increasing  with  the  afforestation  of  conifers;  fairly  common  and  widespread  in 
areas  of  mid- Wales. 

ARCTIC  REDPOLL  LLINOS  BENGOCH  YR  ARCTIG 

1987:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  3rd  and  4th  May. 

CROSSBILL  GYLFIN  GROES 

Resident  breeding  species  subject  to  influxes  when  cone  crops  are  low  in 
Scandinavia.  Breeding  has  been  reported  in  all  Welsh  counties  except  Anglesey, 
Caernarvon,  Flint  and  Pembroke  during  the  past  ten  years,  though  generally  in 
small  numbers. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  LLINOS  GOCH 

1979:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  21st  May,  from  18th  to  20th  Sep.,  from  30th  Sep. 
to  1st  Oct.  1980:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  from  30th  May  to  6th  Jun.  1981:  CAER. 
Singles  on  Bardsey  5th  Jun.,  from  5th  to  9th  Nov.  1982:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  30th 
May.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  19th  Sep.  1983:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  3rd  Jun.  1984: 
CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  30th  May,  17th  Aug.,  14th  Oct.  1985:  CAER.  1  at 
Criccieth  25th  May,  1  at  Aberdaron  2nd  Jun.,  singles  on  Bardsey  1st  Jun.,  on  17th 
and  18th  Sep.,  19th  Sep.  1986:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  7th  Jun.  1987:  CAER. 
Singles  on  Bardsey  26th  May,  from  10th  to  13th  Sep.,  19th  Sep. 

HAWFINCH  GYLFINBRAFF 

Scarce  breeding  resident,  possibly  overlooked,  recorded  irregularly  on  passage. 
Recorded  breeding  from  Denbigh,  Flint,  Glamorgan,  Gwent,  Montgomery  and 
Brecon  during  the  past  ten  years,  indicating  an  easterly  bias.  Records  from 
counties  along  the  west  coast  are  extremely  scarce. 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  WARBLER  TELOR  BRITH 

1980:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  on  10th  Sep.  First  Welsh  record. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

Formerly  scarce  passage  migrant  almost  exclusive  to  the  Welsh  islands  but 
recorded  with  increasing  regularity  at  coastal  localities  on  the  mainland  in  late 
autumn,  chiefly  from  Anglesey,  Cardigan,  Caernarvon,  Glamorgan  and 
Pembroke.  Few  inland  records,  rare  in  spring. 
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SNOW  BUNTING  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

Regular  autumn  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  chiefly  in  small  numbers  to 
coastal  localities,  occasional  inland.  Only  regular  in  any  numbers  in  the  Gronant/ 
Point  of  Ayr  area  of  Flint  where  flocks  of  30+  gather  during  winter  months. 

YELLOWHAMMER  BRAS  MELYN 

Breeding  resident.  Distribution  of  Yellowhammers  in  Wales  appears  to  be  very 
patchy  and  there  are  reports  of  a  decline  in  Anglesey,  Brecon,  Caernarvon, 
Cardigan,  Carmarthen  and  Denbigh,  though  still  remaining  fairly  common  in 
many  areas. 

CIRL  BUNTING  BRAS  FFRAINC 

1981:  PEMBS.  1  at  Pentre  Ifan  2nd  Jun.;  CARMS.  at  Llanybri  from  27th  Jan.  to 
6th  Feb.  1982  (in  decreasing  numbers).  1982:  GLAM.  5  at  Burry  Green  4th  Jan. 
1984:  GWENT  2  at  Bulmore  14th  Mar.;  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  29th  Apr.;  CARMS.  2 
at  Penbre  Burrows  in  Oct.  1987:  CARMS.  1  at  Penbre  Saltings  17th  Jan. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

1980:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  31st  Aug.,  1  on  Skokholm  19th  Sep.  1981:  CAER.  1  at 
Braich  y  Pwll,  Mynydd  Mawr  9th  Oct.  1982:  PEMBS.  Singles  on  Skokholm  from 
4th  to  11th  Sep.  and  19th  Sep.,  1  at  The  Smalls  18th  Sep.  1983:  PEMBS.  Singles 
at  Skokholm  from  8th  to  12th  Sep.  and  4th  Oct.,  1  at  The  Smalls  28th  Sep.;  CAER. 
Singles  on  Bardsey  6th  Jun.,  from  20th  Sep.  to  6th  Oct.  1984:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey 
6th  May.;  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  on  13th  and  14th  Oct.  1985:  CAER.  1  on 
Bardsey  11th  Sep.  1986:  PEMBS.  1  at  Solva  23rd  Jun.,  singles  on  Skomer  31st 
Aug.,  from  3rd  to  4th  Sep.;  GLAM.  1  at  Tut  Head,  Mumbles  10th  Sep.,  1  at 
Llandow  Airfield  5th  Oct.  1987:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  from  29th  Apr.  to  2nd 
May,  1  on  Skomer  from  9th  to  16th  May. 

RUSTIC  BUNTING  BRAS  GWLEDIG 

1981:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  29th  Mar.  1987:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skomer  31st  May. 

LITTLE  BUNTING  BRAS  LLEIAF 

1984:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  28th  and  29th  Apr.,  another  there  from  31st  Oct.  to  7th 
Nov.  1986:  CAER.  Singles  on  Bardsey  from  10th  Feb.  to  26th  Apr.,  and  on  13th 
Oct.  1987:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  9th  May. 

CHESTNUT  BUNTING  BRAS  BROWN-GOCH 

1986:  CAER.  1  on  Bardsey  on  18th  and  19th  Jun.  First  Welsh  record, 

BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING  BRAS  PENDDU 

1987:  PEMBS.  1  on  Skokholm  26th  May. 

CORN  BUNTING  BRAS  YR  YD 

Small  numbers  breed  in  Flint  and  Denbigh,  rare  and  irregular  visitor  elsewhere. 
Not  recorded  in  Anglesey  or  Brecon  and  no  more  than  a  handful  of  records  from 
any  other  county  away  from  the  breeding  areas  in  the  past  ten  years. 

ROSE-BREASTED  GROSBEAK  GYLFINDEW  BRONGOCH 

1983:  CAER.  1  1st  winter  male  on  Bardsey  14th  Oct. 
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Other  species  recorded  in  Wales  1978-1987 


Little  Grebe 

Slavonian  Grebe 

Black-necked  Grebe 

Greylag  Goose 

Canada  Goose 

Shelduck 

Wigeon 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Pochard 

Tufted  Duck 

Scaup 

Long-tailed  Duck 

Goldeneye 

Sparrowhawk 

Buzzard 

Kestrel 

Red-legged  Partridge 

Pheasant 

Water  Rail 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Ringed  Plover 
Grey  Plover 
Knot 

Sanderling 
Little  Stint 
Curlew  Sandpiper 
Purple  Sandpiper 
Ruff 

Jack  Snipe 
Snipe 
Woodcock 
Black-tailed  Godwit 
Bar-tailed  Godwit 
Whimbrel 
Spotted  Redshank 
Greenshank 
Green  Sandpiper 
Turnstone 
Black-headed  Gull 
Black  Tern 
Feral  Pigeon 
Stock  Dove 
Woodpigeon 
Collared  Dove 
Cuckoo 
Little  Owl 


Gwyach  Fach 
Gwyach  Gorniog 
Gwyach  Yddfddu 
Gwydd  Wyllt 
Gwydd  Canada 
Hwyaden  yr  Eithin 
Chwiwell 
Hwyaden  Wyllt 
Hwyaden  Lostfain 
Hwyaden  Bengoch 
Hwyaden  Gopog 
Hwyaden  Benddu 
Hwyaden  Gynffon  Hir 
Hwyaden  Lygad-aur 
Gwalch  Glas 
Bwncath 
Cudyll  Coch 
Petrisen  Goesgoch 
Ffesant 
Rhegen  y  Dwr 
Iar  Ddwr 
Cwtiar 

Cwtiad  Torchog 
Cwtiad  Llwvd 
Pibydd  yr  Aber 
Pibydd  y  Tywod 
Pibydd  Bach 
Pibydd  Cambig 
Pibydd  Du 
Pibydd  Torchog 
Giach  Fach 
Giach  Gvffredin 
Cyffylog 

Rhostog  Gynffonddu 
Rhostog  Gvnffonfrith 
Coegylfinir 

Pibydd  Coesgoch  Mannog 
Pibydd  Coeswerdd 
Pibydd  Gwyrdd 
Cwtiad  y  Traeth 
Gwylan  Benddu 
Corswennol  Ddu 
Colomen  y  Graig 
Colomen  Wyllt 
Ysguthan 
Turtur  Dorchog 
Cog 

Tvlluan  Fach 
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Other  species  recorded  in  Wales  1978-1987 


Tawny  Owl 

Swift 

Green  Woodpecker 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 
Skylark 

Swallow 

House  Martin 

Meadow  Pipit 

Rock  Pipit 

Grey  Wagtail 

Pied  Wagtail 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Robin 

Wheatear 

Blackbird 

Fieldfare 

Song  Thrush 

Redwing 

Mistle  Thrush 

Sedge  Warbler 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Garden  Warbler 

Blackcap 

Chiffchaff 

Willow  Warbler 

Goldcrest 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Long-tailed  Tit 

Coal  Tit 

Blue  Tit 

Great  Tit 

Nuthatch 

Treecreeper 

Jay 

Magpie 

Jackdaw 

Carrion  Crow 

Starling 

House  Sparrow 

Tree  Sparrow 

Chaffinch 

Brambling 

Greenfinch 

Goldfinch 

Linnet 

Bullfinch 

Reed  Bunting 

Tylluan  Freeh 
Gwennol  Ddu 

Cnocell  Werdd 
Cnocell  Fraith  Fwyaf 
Cnocell  Fraith  Leiaf 
Ehedydd 

Gwennol 

Gwennol  y  Bondo 
Corhedydd  y  Waun 
Corhedydd  y  Graig 
Siglen  Lwyd 

Siglen  Fraith 

Dryw 

Llwyd  y  Gwrych 
Robin  Goch 

Tinwen  y  Garn 
Mwyalchen 

Socan  Eira 

Bronfraith 

Coch  dan-aden 

Brych  y  Coed 

Telor  yr  Hesg 
Llwydfron  Fach 

Telor  yr  Ardd 

Telor  Penddu 
Siff-saff 

Telor  yr  Helvg 

Dryw  Eurben 
Gwybedog  Mannog 
Titw  Gynffon-hir 

Titw  Penddu 

Titw  Tomos  Las 

Titw  Mawr 

Delor  y  Cnau 
Dringwr  Bach 
Ysgrech  y  Coed 
Pioden 

Jac-y-do 

Bran  Dyddyn 
Drudwen 

Aderyn  y  To 

Golfan  y  Mynydd 
Ji-binc 

Pine  y  Mynydd 

Llinos  Werdd 

Nico 

Llinos 

Coch  y  Berllan 

Bras  y  Cyrs 
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